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BoARD MEETINGS
Usually following General Meeting. Open
to all members. Call 935-6690 for further
information.

MEMBERSHIPS
S.V.C.G. Annual Membership: $20.
S.V.C.G. Family/Couple membership: $30
(residing at same address). Membership
renewals are due and payable at the beginning
of each year.

GENERAL MEETINGS
S.V.C.G. meets second Saturday of each
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11AM unless otherwise notified. Meetings
free; guests welcome.
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Donating
Used
Computer
Equipment

The URL listed is for the Computer
Recycling Center. All of the info need-

ed (and then some) is listed on the site.
http://www.crc.org/

Thanks to Wayne Till for that tip.

SVCG UG
Benefits

As a benefit to being a member of the
Sonoma Valley Computer Group,
O'Reilly Pressis giving you a 20% dis-
count on all their books and software!
For more information, please contact
Kathy Aanestad at 935-6690 or email at
‘aanestad@wco.com’.

In addition to the O’ Reilly Press offer,
SVCG belongsto the Apple User Group
program whereby members can pur-
chase Apple products at a savings.
Contact Kathy Aanestad for user ID and
password in order to access their online
site. We need members to help with
finding contacts for PC user group
offers so that they can beincluded in the
newsletter postings. b

)

Send your comments to:
aanestad@vom.com

Call for

Nominations
for 2003-2004
PRESIDENT: VedaLewis
VICE PRES: Beth Pickering
SECRETARY: Stephanie Clark
TREASURER: Joan Fabian
NEWSLETTER: Kathy Aanestad
WEBMASTER:  Kathy Aanestad
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE:
Jeanette Woods
George Pick

Other nominations/volunteers are wel-
come for Saturday’ s meeting.

Bring a friend to the meeting.
Tell a friend about SVCG.
We need your help to get the
word out. SVCG is here to
serve the community.

http://www.vom.com/svcg/index.html



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: More On The Club’s Futur’e’/l,/

by Veda Lewis, lap@vom.com

At the club’s last board meeting, our industrious club secretary

Stephanie Clark, noted several

things which 1I’d like to share with you. First, SVCG is till dedicated to networki ng and teach-

ing.

Second, we will continue with separate SIG groups of Mac and
Windows at the beginning of each club meeting for questions and
advice for both newbie and advanced users. This has been well
received as it gives al members a voice at the meetings.

Third, we' re coordinating with the library to set up adate for later
this year for our second annual Digital Art Show exhibition. By a
show of hands most members have a scanner. We want to help
make it possible for everyone to be able, with scanner or digital
camera, to insert their images into Adobe s® Photoshop® or
Photoshop Elements®, or other program, to manipulate their pho-
tos to make them more interesting. (For more advanced learning,
you'll have to sign up for aclass a the JC.)

Each meeting, we plan to build off the last. From Kathy’s scan-
ning demo last month we'll leapfrog into taking that scanned
image and editing it using Adobe’ S® Photoshop® or Photoshop
Elements®. Perhaps some of you would like to bring in an image
burned to CD (tif, jpg, gif, pic, psd) and we could experiment with
them. The whole idea is that we want to you to get fired up, to
practice for Digital Art Show submissions later this year!

As Stephanie pointed out, “Beginners should bring in their
efforts, there are no big secrets to this. Experiment with the tools.
Bring your images to the next meeting to ask “what can | do to get
X, Y, or z results?. This way even the most inexperienced user can
come up with some good entries for the Digital Art Show this
Fall.”

“Some of us are not the best, we have just been doing it longer, so
probably we have more nerve,” says Stephanie. Though this show
is open to the community as an effort to showcase the talents of
the Valley and the library as a meeting place, all SVCG members
should have fun and give it a good try by making an entry. The
more people we have participating, the more diverse the exhibits.
Stephanie, speaking for most of us said, “1 know some of you can
teach me a thing or two. And I'm always ready. Club members,
there are no specia ways to do this, just your own inimitable
style. Joinin.”

April and May 2003 topics. Stephanie has volunteered to show us
her Jackie photo and art work that she created using Photoshop.
She will present detailed step by step methods so that members
can get ideas in preparation for their digital art show submis-
sion... suggestions to make their work more interesting, and
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e want to provide the best information we possibly can within our time restraints.

advanced members the satisfaction in knowing the fascinat-
ing results available to them viatheir computers. You will be
surprised at the results you can achieve.

Stephanie also publishes a quarterly journal titled the
“Buzz” in which she includes local home-grown stories,
recipes, humor, photos and artwork... al of her own mak-
ing. One of the most talented and gifted people | know I'm
thrilled that she has graciously offered to show us how she
puts her journa together using AppleWorks (a Mac and
Windows application).

S0 you see, there are lots of wonderful and exciting meetings
planned for you. Please remember to bring in your questions
and images.

The Del.ong Room where our meetings are held has alittle
kitchenette. Bring something to eat or drink to share with the
group. Food brings people together aimost as much as a
good computer meeting!

One last note. Long time club member, Paul Nielsen, passed
away last November. Paul submitted three beautiful ‘ stained
glass’ images for the Digital Art Show last year. He attend-
ed our meetings regularly and was happy and willing to talk
about Photoshop's special features and filters during our
Q&A. We will miss him.

See you on Saturday.
— Veda

If you haven't done so
already, please renew your
membership today.
Thank You!
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Printer
Recommendations

(from an online List)

I’m in the market for anew printer and I’ ve been overwhelmed with what’s out there. What I’'m
|00k(|j ng to d?o Is to print photographs off my digital camera.  Does anyone have any recom-
mendations”

The current Epson models have terrific reputationsfor print qual-  on how wide of a print you would like to produce there are many
ity with digital photos. They make 4 and 6 ink printers. The6- options. | think for the money (current pricing) that the Epson
ink printers are supposed to be REALLY good. | have the 980 1280 ($300 approx) — which will print as large as 12x18 prints on
model (a 4 ink printer) and find the quality of printing dig. 13x19 paper isyour best buy. They have reduced the price of this
Photos to be amazingly good -at least as good as a 35mm print.  printer with the release of the newer Epson 2200 (about $700).
This newer printer does have some features that previous models
Also, Derek Story, the digital photo pro said “I think Epson is do not, but on the average they are for more professional applica-
best”. HP also has a great reputation. tionsand for the money the typical home user wouldn’t warrant the
doubled price.
| think it boils down to your budget. The printer itself is rela
tively cheap. Where you will spend $$ is on INK — the car- Using the 1280 with Epson’s luster finish papers will produce
tridges made by the original manufacturer will run you some- printsthat are not matched by even the best digital production labs.
thing like $25-30 per cartridge. I’'m using 3 party ink bought on  The 6 color litefast inks produce an extremely sharp and vibrant

the internet and it seems OK. Either way, 6-ink printers are color print. Lab prints using digital technology and
going to cost more to maintain. —Marilyn chemical/water based processing use a paper that has a comparable

print clarity of 200 dpi. While this printer will print at 2880 dpi, |
As aprofessional | demand pretty high standards from an inkjet would suggest printing most materials at 1400 dpi simply because
printer and have been with Epson for many years. Depending the average person cannot see the difference in the print quality

Sonoma Valley Computer Group Membership
Application/Renewal Form

New Applicant Renewal (expiration date on |abel)
[ ] Useinformation below [ ] Use the name and address |abel on Page 12

Platform: [] Mac []JPC [] WInNT
Name: Operating System: [] OS8x [JWin3 [ ] Unix
Address; [] 0S9x [ Jwin95 [ ] Linux

[] OSX [Jwine8 [] WIinME

Home Phone: Computer Make/Model:
Work Phone:
E-mail Address: How did you hear about SVCG?

b Send[ ] $20 (individual) [_] $30 (family) check to:  [elass [] club member [ ] newspaper [ newsletter
Sonoma Valley Computer Group
POB 649 User Level: [] Novice [] Intermediate
El Verano, CA 95433 [] Advanced [] Expert
|:| | give permission to usethisinfo in the club roster which
is for members only
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Printer cont’d from Pg. 4 |

between them and the print time is much faster.
Black carts run approximately $21 and color $26.

One note about papers, no matter which inkjet printer you
decide to buy, be aware that inks cannot penetrate glossy and
super glossy papers as well as they can on a matte or luster
finish. Hence the longevity and color shifting (fading) will
be more prevalent on larger prints done without litefast inks
and a paper surface that allows proper saturation of the
inkset. — Mr. X

What’s News cont’d from Pg. 11

Growing numbers of users consider the Internet as a valuable
source of information, more valuable than newspapers, television,
or radio. At the same time, there is more skepticism than in previ-
ous years that the information available on the Internet is credible.
According to the report, trust in the credibility of online informa-
tion is expected to fall over the next few years.

CNET, 31 January 2003
http://news.com.com/2100-1023-982882.html

CHEATING WITH CELL PHONES

Officials from the University of Maryland confirmed that six stu-
dents have admitted to using cell phones to cheat on an accounting
exam, and another six students have been implicated. The universi-
ty had set up a sting in which answers to test questions were post-
ed on the Internet as soon as the test began. Mixed in with correct
answers, however, were several bogus answers. The students
involved in the cheating had friends look up the answers online
after the test began and then send those answers by cell-phone text
messages to students taking the test. Officials then looked to see
who had included the bogus answers on their exams. An official
from the university said he had seen instances of cheating but never
from so many students at once. The university is looking for the
students who sent the answers to those taking the test. A similar
scandal at Hitotsubashi University in Japan saw 26 students
flunked for using their cell phonesto cheat.

Wired News, 30 January 2003
http://mwww.wired.com/news/school/0,1383,57484,00.html

AGREEMENT REACHED ON WIRELESS DEVICES

The Department of Defense (DoD) and technology companies have
reached what an official from Intel called "a good compromise”
over wireless devices operating under the 802.11a protocol.
Technology companies agreed to add technology that will enable
consumer devices to detect and avoid interfering with military
radar that is functioning in the same range of frequencies. The DoD
had expressed concern that the introduction of tens of millions of
wireless consumer devices could significantly affect the perform-
ance of military radar installations. For its part, the DoD will
endorse a plan that would nearly double the amount of spectrum
available for the consumer market. Technology companies said the
added technology would add afew dollarsto the price of each wire-
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less device. Associated Press, 31 January 2003 (registration
req'd)
http://www.nandotimes.com/technology/story/744609p-

5405000c.html

http://www.newsfactor.com/perl/story/20650.html

GERMAN TWIST ON COPYRIGHT
COMPENSATION

A nonbinding recommendation from the
German Patent Office calls for makers of per-
sonal computers to pay copyright owners about $13 (U.S. dol-
lars) for every PC they sell. The fee is intended to reimburse
copyright owners for the digital copies of copyrighted works
that PC users are likely to make. This latest move in Germany
is the first attempt at levying a copyright fee on computers,
though other levies already exist in some countries on products
such as blank compact discs, recordable digital videodiscs, and
CD writers. The new recommendation comes on behalf of so-
called "collecting societies,” which have been formed to repre-
sent copyright owners in ongoing disputes with hardware man-
ufacturers. Collecting societies endeavor to collect monies
from users or device manufacturers to compensate content
owners for copies that computer users are likely to make but
that otherwise would be subject to royalties. A spokesman for
the law firm representing Fujitsu Siemens said that company,
aswell astherest of theindustry, are likely to fight the PC levy
in court. Wall Street Journal, 5 February 2003 (sub. req'd)
http://online.wsj.com/article/0,,SB1044385225838491533,00.
html

INCREASING RESTRICTIONS ANNOY AND
FRUSTRATE RESEARCHERS

As concerns grow over U.S. national security, citizens of other
countries are having increasing difficulty entering the United
States as students and researchers, frustrating academics and
stalling some research projects. Everett I. Mendelsohn, a pro-
fessor at Harvard University, relayed a story about studentstry-
ing to attend Harvard who grew so frustrated with attempts to
obtain visasthat they decided to study in Parisinstead. Brendan
O'Brien of Cornell University said delays with visas have pre-
vented 15 Cornell students from returning since going home
for the holidays. In another case, two physicians from
Bangladesh were supposed to have entered the United States to
conduct research at Cornell. One arrived on schedule in
September, but the other man remains in Bangladesh after his
visa, which had been approved, somehow vanished.
Researchers involved in the Cornell project have appeaed to
their Congressman for assistance. In the meantime, officials
say a lot of time-sensitive research is at risk. The Scientist,
11 February 2003

http://www.biomedcentral .com/

news/20030211/04
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Digital Camera Goodies 2002

by Arthur H. Bleich <arthur@dpcorner.com>

Digital cameras remain one of the hottest pieces of hardware in the technology world, with ever-higher resolutions and ever-lower
prices. However, the vast number and variety of digital camera models means you're best off reading reviews and comparing models
at one of the digital photography Web sites listed below. When it comes time to purchase, it's worth shopping around since prices vary
widely. All the digital camerareview sites offer price comparison services, as does TidBITS sponsor dealmac, with their new dealcam
site. That said, make sure to buy from a reputable retailer and avoid "gray market" cameras that lack the manufacturer's warranty.

Sometimes those incredibly low prices really are too good to be true.

<http://www.imaging-resource.com/>
<http://www.steves-digicams.com/>
<http://www.dcresource.com/>
<http://deal cam.com/>

So this year | want to focus on some useful accoutrements that
make taking and working with digital photographs easier, plus
some that can help you get even better results from your existing
camera.

<http://db.tidbits.com/gethits.acgi 2tbser=1022>

*Show Your True Colors* --

To match your printer's output to the image on your monitor, you
first must make sure your monitor is accurately displaying your
original photo. Your printer can't see what's on your screen; it prints
from the image file on your computer. If that file doesn't display
properly, making changes to it in your imaging program is like
shooting in the dark - you won't know the results until you see a
print. ColorVision's Spyder colorimeter (with PhotoCal software) is
a device that automatically calibrates your monitor in a few sec-
onds so it'll display your camera originals properly. The result?
Prints that match what you see, and enough savings in ink and
paper to pay for itself quickly. Calibrate periodically to correct for
color shifts as your monitor ages. A model for CRT monitors only
is $160; one used with both CRT and LCD monitors is $288.

<http://www.colorvision.com/for_beginners.html>

*The Incredible Shrinking Reflectors™ --

Are your outdoor portraits plagued with deep shadows or burned
out highlights? Reflectors can easily solve those problems and an
ingenious solution is PhotoFlex's MultiDisc 5inl that compresses
five 32-inch (81 cm) reflectors into a zippered container just 12
inches (30.4 cm) across and weighing less than two pounds. Kids
love to watch them expand - it's pure magic. For $115 you get five
of the most popular reflectors used in the photo industry today:
gold, soft gold, silver, white, and transdlucent. They'll fill in shad-
ows, cut harsh sunlight, and much more. Need smaller or larger
sizes? They're available, too. And they're just as useful when used
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indoors with PhotoFlex's new digital photography lighting kits
or your own source of light.

<http://www.photoflex.com/photoflex/index.html ?products/de
fault.asp?
product=multidisc& 1>

“What's a Podmatic?**

Tripods are a pain to tote around. If you just need to steady
your camera, the Podmatic will do aswell or better. Thisisthe
best monopod in the world - an improved version of the famous
German Linhof Monomatic that sold for several hundred dol-
lars until it was discontinued. Demand was so great, photo
retailer Adorama decided to make their own ($90) and it's a
dandy - only 14 inches (35.6 cm) collapsed and 58.5 inches
(148.6 cm) when extended. It's perfect for steadying your cam-
era at those slow, "iffy" shutter speeds when the light islow or
when you're at full zoom and a shaky hand can ruin your shot.
You'll dso want to add a Slik Compact Ball Head ($25) for
even more versatility.

<http://www.adorama.com/catal og.tpl ?op=detail s& sku=TPP>
<http://www.adorama.com/catal og.tpl ?op=detail s& sku=SL CB
H>

“"More Power To You™ --

If your cameratakes AA batteries, you can extend your shoot-
ing time with a Quest Q2 Platinum Charger Kit ($50), that
comes with four 1800 mAh, Platinum NiMH AA batteries.
Each battery is charged on a separate circuit and then supplied
with atrickle of current to keep it up to snuff until needed. For
industrial strength power, Unity Digital has three, lightweight
power pack models ($70) that will keep most any digital cam-
era juiced up for a full day (or more) of continuous shooting
(you'll run out of energy beforeit will). Each model comeswith
acharger and the appropriate cable for your camera. And if you
have a camera that uses a Lithium lon battery, Maha Energy
has a new line of replacement batteries in various sizes and
voltages, al of which are less expensive ($30 to $40) than the
original manufacturer's batteries and last awhole lot longer.

o) http://www.vom.com/svcg/index.html



<http://www.questbatteries.com/PA SGCC.htm>
<http://www.unitydigital .com/Product.asp?Sec=02>
<http://www.mahaenergy.com/products/PowerEx/Digicams/>

"*Adobe Has You Covered™ --

Okay, so you have a great camera and some nifty accessories but
what about a versatile image editing program to do some photo-
fixing and fiddling? Tasks like removing backgrounds, darkening
and lightening areas, correcting bad color, trimming, sharpening,
and eliminating that satanic gleam called red-eye used to take
hoursin adarkroom (if you could do it at all). Now it's just a mat-
ter of minutes at your Mac in either Mac OS 9 or Mac OS X.
Photoshop Elements 2.0 ($100) is easy to learn and loaded with
features specifically developed for photographers. It's probably
all you'll ever need in an imaging program, but should you decide
to step up to the big guns - the $600 Photoshop 7 - you'll have all
the basics already mastered.

<http://www.adobe.com/products/photoshopel/main.html >
<http://www.adobe.com/products/photoshop/main.html>

*The Miraculous AutoEye™ --

AutoFX has some amazing filters that do, well, amazing things.
They wisely designed their AutoEye ($130) program to work as a
plug-in to popular imaging programs or as a stand-alone applica-
tion; it can miraculously (well, almost) ferret out lost detail and
color in your images to transform dull and dingy pictures into
absolute stunners. AutoEye uses atotally different set of adjust-
ment methods that don't rely on standard curves and histograms
to correct the entire image. Download a trial copy; once you see
for yourself how easy it is to make these high quality image
enhancements, you'll be asking "How'd they do that?' Use code
#88991 and get $30 off.

<http://www.autofx.com/detail_pages/aedetail .html>
<https/iwww .autofx.com/afixecom/dreamsuite/dsl/autoeye?.agp>

*Sharp as a Tack* --

Most people discover that using their imaging program's unsharp
mask feature to sharpen images can drive them crazy. Although it
gives far better results than a generic Sharpen command, unsharp
masking involves setting three variables (amount, radius, and
threshold) that can be confusing especially to those who don't use
the feature regularly. Nik Sharpener Pro! Inkjet Edition ($170) is
aplug-in for most imaging programs that knows all this stuff and
automatically matches the degree of sharpness exactly to the
desired print size of the image and your inkjet printer's resol ution-
there's no guessing. Nik Multimedia also has a complete line of
other imaging effects filters that are tailor-made for photogra-
phers.

<http://www.nikmultimedia.com/usa/products/sharpenerpro/inkj
et/inkjet.shtml>

**Chameleon Software** --
Ever want to change one color in a picture without going through
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the hassle of laboriously using a selection tool to outline the
portion you want replaced? Digital Light & Color's $50 Color
Mechanic Pro lets you do this with just a couple of mouse
clicks and doesn't affect any other colors in the image- only
the one you want changed. This powerful color correction
plug-in works with Adobe Photoshop, Photoshop Elements,
and most other imaging programs. It'sa great tool to use when
you want to change a red car to a blue one or Junior's sweater
from putrid green to cheerful yellow. And it's far more precise
than other methods that only give limited adjustment. You
won't believe how easy thisis to do!

<http://www.dI-c.com/colormechanic/>

**Actions Speak Louder™ --

Most full versions of Photoshop can play back pre-recorded
commands in an Action palette; once you get a sequence
down pat, you can repeat it exactly again and again. Fred
Miranda has developed some actions that would normally
take you hours of experimenting to come up with (assuming
you could do it at all). His actions reduce noise, give soft-
focus effects, get rid of unpleasant artifacts, emulate infrared
(and black-and- white) pictures, and more. One of the most
innovative actions increases the dynamic range of your pic-
tures so that details can be seen in both the darkest shadows
and brightest highlights - better than Ansel Adams could ever
do. The actions are priced at $8.50 and up.

<http://www.fredmiranda.com/Action_profilesPage/>

**Rabbit Round-Up** --

Digital photostend to proliferate faster than rabbits and before
you know it, they're all over the place. Extensis Portfolio is a
dlick, powerful, image-cataloging program that will quickly
organize and keep track of where they are. You'll never again
have to search through nested folders to find the photos you
need- they'll always be at your fingertips, even if they're in
different locations. And you can aso rename, categorize, and
copy photos directly from your camera's memory card in one
easy step. Order before 01-Apr-03 using the second link
below to get $100 off the regular price of $200! Extensis
Portfolio works with Mac OS 9; a preview for Mac OS X is
available.

<http://www.extensis.com/portfolio/>
<http://www.extensis.com/digital camera/>

"Greeting Cards on the Cheap™ --

If you haven't noticed, the cost of greetings and postcards
have risen like flu fever. Red River Paper has a remedy for
that - make your own custom cards for under a buck apiece!
You supply your own images and messages and they supply
cards and envelopes in different sizes (up to 5 by 7 inches).
The cards are pre-scored (for easy folding) and comein gloss,
matte, or watercolor paper with clear, pearl, or rainbow "see-
thru" sheets and elegant white, eggshell, or brilliantly colored
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envelopes. Postcards allow you to do small, targeted business
mailings without having to pay for large minimums you'll never
use. You can order a sample set for $5.
<http://www.redrivercatal og.com/>

*Stripping the Light Fantastic* --

Test Strip is derived from the age-old darkroom technique of
printing variations of the same image on asmall piece of paper to
see which looks best before committing to alarge, final print. Test
Strip is a plug-in for Photoshop and Photoshop Elements under
Mac OS 9 that shows you a comparison preview of your image -
adding or subtracting colors, density, contrast, or saturation. You
can easily change the orientation and the number of strips that are
displayed and then print atest proof. If you've had trouble match-
ing your printer output to what you see on the screen, just print
out atest strip, pick the image that looks the best, and then select
it to print out at your desired size. Order the Show Special and get
$100 off the regular price of $200! Mention Digital Camera
Magazine if asked.

<http://www.vividdetails.com/Test_Strip.html>

**Crash Parachutes™ —

If your digital camera's memory card goes south with priceless
imagesonit, all'snot lost. Don't reinitializeit! Just call Southwest
Stars Data Recovery for a quote and then send it to them for res-
urrection. If they can't bring it back to life, bury it.
<http://www.swstars.com/services/flash/>

Computer Haiku

In Japan, they have replaced the impersonal and unhelpful
Microsoft Error messages with Haiku poetry messages. Haiku
poetry has strict construction rules. Each poem has only three
lines, 17 syllables: five syllablesin the first line, seven in the sec-
ond, five in the third.

Haikus are used to communicate a timeless message often
achieving a wistful, yearning and powerful insight through
extreme brevity-the essence of Zen:

Your file was so big.
It might be very useful.
But now it is gone.

The Website you seek
Cannot be located, but
Countless more exist.

Chaos reigns within.
Reflect, repent, and reboot.
Order shall return.
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Program aborting:
Close all that you have worked on.
You ask far too much.

Windows NT crashed.
| am the Blue Screen of Death.
No one hears your screams.

Yesterday it worked.
Today it is not working.
Windowsis like that.

First snow, then silence.
This thousand-dollar screen dies
So beautifully.

With searching comes loss
And the presence of absence:
"My Novel" not found.

The Tao that is seen
Is not the true Tao-until
You bring fresh toner.

Stay the patient course.
Of little worth is your ire.
The network is down.

A crash reduces
Your expensive computer
To asimple stone.

Three things are certain:
Death, taxes and lost data.
Guess which has occurred.

You step in the stream,
But the water has moved on.
This page is not here.

Out of memory.
We wish to hold the whole sky,
But we never will.

Having been erased,
The document you're seeking
Must now be retyped.

Serious error.
All shortcuts have disappeared.
Screen. Mind. Both are blank.

http://www.vom.com/svcg/index.html



Which CD Presentation
Program To Use?

(from aonline List)

1) | want to make a CD presentation of my site work to hand out to potentia clients. What pro-

gram(s) do people recommend to produce this in?

2) | could make a Flash or QT (QuickTime) presentation. Are those formats used to do this so

everyone could view it?

3) | also would like to lock or watermark the final piece so it could not be copied (not concerned
with printing out, just copying parts). Has anyone done this successfully?

Below are all the answers. The first one, from Danidl, is the one
| decided would work best for me. | hope by passing on this info
it could help someone else, too.

A. Flash would be a good choice for your presentation. It is a
compact format, made as small as possible for downloading over
the web. It isvery powerful in what it can do, as far as integrat-
ing and animating vector and raster graphics. You could create
what is called a projector, which will run your presentation and
doesn't even need Flash to be installed on the computer, since it
isits own little program.

You can also make Quicktime movies of your presentation or
publish Flash's native format, a SWF, which will need Flash
installed on the computer.

Any way you publish the presentation, there really is no way to
get into it and pull components out; you need the original,
editable Flash movie. When a SWF is embedded onto an HTML
page on the web, it can’'t even be downloaded like an image can,
so Flash provides lots of protection in that respect.

—Daniel

| asked Daniel how does one create a projector, in Flash? In sav-
ing or export options? Daniel responded:

This is a function of Flash and has been for a long time.
Technically, Flash publishesfinal web files and saves the editable
Flash movie that you actually work on. These are separate func-
tions. After you have finished putting your presentation together
and saving it, you choose Publish from the File menu. Here you
will see the various files that you can publish: HTML pages,
SWFs, projectors, web images, and even Quicktime movies. You
just check which files you want published. Since projectors are
stand-alone programs, they are platform-dependent, which means
that you need to publish either a Windows or a Mac version.

I recently made a CD for a group of friends. | made the presenta-
tion in Flash but embedded that in a web page. | thought that
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would be foolproof. | thought anyone could open afilein their
browser. Wrong. My friend did not know how to do that. She
wasn't even able to find the CD on her computer. And espe-
cialy from the file browser. Little folder with dots? What
could it mean? Levels? Drives? Sheis a highly intelligent and
accomplished person. | was shocked at how computer stupid
many people are.

So | exported the Flash as a projector. | haven't heard if that's
easier or not. The projector works for me because the Flash file
has links that open in the browser automatically.

| know there are ways to have the CD autoplay when it is
inserted into the drive. That might be a solution.

So think about your audience.
You can create it Flash ,import to QT .......

B. Big chance to learn Keynote (Apple's new program)!! Lead
the way!! —George

C. If you need to combine graphics/video/sound files, | vote
for Adobe Premiere. (Some might vote for Macromedia
Director.) Your final project could be AVI, Quicktime, or |
think MPEG.

However you get your final product, you still have to send it to
CD. When you do that, you also put an autorun.exe and a cus-
tomized autorun.inf file on the CD root directory. Then it will
automatically play on any PC that has a player for the format
you chose. If there's a better way, | can’t wait to hear it, espe-
cialy if it allows cross-platform play. —Norma

D. The place where | work just did a powerpoint presentation

| Presentation cont’d on Pg. 10
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which included pictures of our work with text that
faded in and out. We also use Flash for presentations
of our work. Both seem to do the job but | would think
more people would have a Flash plugin then they
would have Powerpoint. | am not sure about the lock-
ing part. | wonder if you locked all the files before burning a CD if
that would do anything? —Martin

| asked what she meant by locking the file. Martin’s response:

What | meant by locking the the file was to do a “get info” (on a
Mac) and lock thefileitself. It doesn’t stop anyone from copying it
but they cannot change the file. | don’t think that’s the answer but
just athought.

Also | may have misspoke earlier. What we have done are Flash
presentations which we send to clients via email (or via link-see
below). The Flash presentation is looped on a Powerbook for con-
ventions/shows. We usually ask what format the client uses. You
could include alink to the Flash plugin website (we do that a ot for
the Aladdin Stuffit website) on your CD.

E. Another ideawould beto do an Adobe Acrobat presentation. The
person only needs Acrobat Reader to view. We had a client come
out and he took pictures of the studio and the process of how the
clay pots are thrown. Then when he went back home he made a
very cool documentory/story with pictures of the whole process.
Then he sent it to us to view. Small in size, nothing fancy but was
easy to use and very clear. —Hershel

F. 1 think all of the options presented on the List will work in part
for what you are trying to accomplish. | have two other suggestions
that may satisfy all of your requirements.

The first is Macromedia Director. Most all demo disks produced
are done in Director. It was has been a few years but | did one
training disk on Director 4. Really old version, so this may have
changed, but all media can be included in one compiled player file.
No problem securing the content because each element is contained
in the player. They can copy the player but not an individual photo
or artwork. The player could be generated for both the Mac and
Windows platforms from one program. Not sure if that is current-
ly true. | would check Macromedia and see if you need a copy for
each platform or if you can generate aWindows player file from the
Mac or visalversa.

The player file is self running and does not need a separate player
unless you go to the web. In that case you would be making a .swf
file and the user would need the Flash-Director plug in. One
caveat: Director is very expense!

The other is making a DVD presentation. It satisfies your require-

ment also, but requires a DVD player or DVD playback software
on acomputer.
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The Apple DVD Portfolio Showcase shows how to create a
DVD from QT, iMovie, iDVD, etc for showcasing your port-
folio. Looks like it might fit the bill also. —Brenda

G. We have used Flash, Powerpoint and Director to create and
distribute client projects. | think the complexity of the project
dictates the application to be used. Director is a great program
that allowed us to do a very deep interactive CD-ROM for a
credit card company, including commerical video clips and
radio audio clips, animation and intricate navigation. Like
Flash, the viewer can’t copy pieces out of the project, and as a
projector, it is self contained — no aplication needed by the
recipients.

The only Director downside is that you have to create it for a
specific screen size of resolution. Both Flash and Powerpoint
display the project at the viewer’s screen resolution — Flash
through Vector graphic resizing for the most part, and
Powerpoint through its software that finds the screen size on
the fly when you open it up.

| am doing a personal project on a Mac on CD-ROM distrib-
uted mostly to family, who are Windows users. | polled them
online to see what their screen resolution was, since it was a
perfect project for Director. To my surprise, the 100% response
was 800 x 600. | thought the whole world was on 1024 x 768
or above, since we have that and above at the studio and my
clients aso do in their corporations. The WIN home computer
market apparently is different.

So we are doing the Director project as 800 x 600 with a sep-
arately compiled 1024 x 768 version for our personal use only.

—Peter
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What's News

(EduPage)

NEW TECHNOLOGY COULD RADICALLY INCREASE
DATA STORAGE

Researchers at the State University of New York in Buffalo have creat-
ed magnetic sensors that may solve the problem of increasing storage
capacity of hard drives. Writing vast amounts of datato a hard drive was
not the problem, said Harsh Chopra of the university. The problem was
reading that data, the magnetic signals of which would be extremely
small. The new sensors created by Chopra and Susan Hua are extreme-
ly small "whiskers" of nickel, said to be just a few atoms wide. The
whiskers are extremely sensitive, much more so that current magnetic
sensors, and could allow terabits of data to be stored on each square
inch of disk space. Chopra said, however, that much of the science
involved, including how the signal is enhanced to such a degree, is not
adequately explained by existing theories and that "there's alot of sci-
ence to be discovered yet."

NewsFactor Network, 3 February 2003

LINDOWS AT WALMART

Lindows.com announced that its stand-alone operating system is now
available at Walmart. The LindowsOS 3.0 Membership Edition costs
$98.72 and includes one year of the Lindows.com Warehouse service,
which allows members to download any of 1,700 applications for free
and to keep them for life. Applicationsin the Warehouse service include
StarOffice 6.0 from Sun Microsystems, Inc. and the Bitstream Inc.
Deluxe Font Pack, which otherwise cost $75 and $99, respectively.
LindowsOS supports Microsoft software. Walmart also sells PCs, made
by Microtel Computer Systems Inc., with LindowsOS installed, for
between $200 and $500. IDG, 4 February 2003
http://www.idg.net/ic_1122987_9677_1-5042.html

LATEST DISTRIBUTED-COMPUTING
SMALLPOX CURE

A group of universities and public and private organizations has
announced a new distributed-computing project to try to find a cure for
smallpox. Project participants include Oxford University, Memoria
Sloan-K ettering Cancer Center, IBM, United Devices, Accelrys, and the
United States Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases.
Recent fears about smallpox as a tool for terrorists have led President
Bush to call for vaccinating millions of health-care workers, firefight-
ers, police officers, and military personnel. The smallpox vaccination,
however, carries a risk of infection. The goal of the new project is to
narrow the list of substances that might prove effective as a cure for
smallpox after infection. As with other distributed-computing projects,
volunteers will download a screen saver that gives the project access to
unused processing power. The project needs a few million computer
users to download the screen saver and donate their extra processing
power to the molecular modeling and screening of possible compounds.
New York Times, 5 February 2003 (registration req'd)
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/02/05/health/05SM AL .html
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SCHOOLS
RECORDS
Oak Park High School in Californiais using a new system to
transmit student transcripts electronically to colleges and
universities. Other high schools around the country are using
similar systems from different vendors, al in an effort to
eliminate the printing, signing, certifying, and mailing of
paper transcripts. Some schools in Texas and Florida tried
electronic transcripts more than 10 years ago, but those
efforts succumbed to high costs and complicated applica-
tions. The system that Oak Park is using, which roughly 100
colleges and universities have agreed to accept, is free for
high schools and charges students $3 per transcript ordered
electronically. Other projects are under way in Colorado,
North Carolina, and Pennsylvania. Replacing paper tran-
scriptsisgenerally seen asthe way of the future. Los Angeles
Times, 11 February 2003 (registration req'd)
http://www.nandotimes.com/technol ogy/story/759908p-
5485796¢.html

MOVING TO END PAPER

PAYING FOR RADIO?

Two start-up companies, Sirius Satellite Radio and XM
Satellite Radio Holdings, are heavily promoting radio-for-
pay in private homes and cars. XM Satellite launched a
$100-million national campaign in August of 2001 to sell the
service to the public. Its partners, General Motors, which
offers cars with satellite receivers, and Delphi Corporation,
which sells a $200 portable car boombox, have also promot-
ed the service. Siriuslags far behind itsrival in spending and
subscribers. With 30,000 members compared to XM
Satellite’'s 360,000, Sirius has hired a prestigious Miami-
based advertising firm to launch a late-night talk show TV
campaign to build its customer base. In addition to more than
100 music channels, Sirius offers news, sports, religious, and
comedy channels for $12.95 a month. Capitalizing on the
notion of music as "social currency,” the ads promote Sirius
as anti-establishment by offering subscribers commercial-
free, alternative music. Still far from the two million sub-
scribers needed to break even, XM Satellite hopes the Sirius
campaign will boost its membership as well by raising con-
sumer awareness.

New York Times, 3 February 2003 (registration req'd)
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/02/03/business/media/l03AD
CO.html

SURVEY SHOWS GROWING INTEREST IN,
AND SUSPICION OF, INTERNET

A study conducted by the University of California-Los
Angeles shows that users increasingly see the Internet as a
vital resource but also consider information available online
as increasingly suspect. The UCLA Internet Report shows
increasing numbers of Americans spending their time surfing
the Internet, even at the expense of watching television.

What’s News cont’d on Pg. 5
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