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   I recently came across a weekly newsletter on 
technology products called “TechBite Technology” 
written by Steve Bass.  According to the blurb:  
“TechBite's columnist Steve Bass writes weekly 
commentary on the technology products he loves, 
the strategies for getting the most out of them, and 
the gotchas that can cause computing misery.”  It 
is ios short, sweet, and definitely an opt in.  He 
sends out a confirmation e-mail and if yoo don’t 
respond quickly enough, you have to start over.  
He definitely doesn’t spam. 
 

  This month Jeff Hunter will share some more 
tips, tricks and info on having your own website.  
There are design programs you can buy, free soft-
ware you can use, and ways to use what you al-
ready have.  The climate has definitely changed 
since his first presentation  While some free sites 
are still available, it might be wiser to pay a little to 
make sure your site doesn’t disappear without 
warning—like Jeff’s did.  GoDaddy.com offers 
website hosting at a very reasonable price.  Their 
package also contains some freebies for attracting 
traffic to your site..  If you are building a commer-
cial site this is invaluable info to know.                  

Last month Susy Ball shared some photo editing 
tips and the pictures she took while vacationing in 
Greece.  She sent me an e-mail with the URL’s for 
the websites she mentioned and others she finds 
useful.  They make a great article.  You will have 
to copy and paste the links into your browser.  If 
you want a click able copy of Susy’s links, send a 
request and I will forward her e-mail. 
 

  If you atr into freebies, you might check out www.
giveawayoftheday.com.  Every day they give away 
free downloads of a software program.  There are 
folks who just love to be the first ones to try the 
software and most of them write critiques that you 
can read.  They have a sister site that gives away 
free game software.  Each site has a free newslet-
ter that will notify you of the “pick of the day”. I am 
not sure what time zone is used, but you have ex-
actly 24 hours to get the free download.  You can 
look at previous titles and reviews.  I didn’t find 
very many titles that interested me, but every once 
in a while there is a gem.  Some of the Napa folks 
who have used the site say the software is full ver-
sion without any catches.  Mostly it is just keeping 
an eye out for something you can use. 

Photoshop Elements Tutorials and User Resources                           
                                                    By Susy Ball, Napa Valley Personal Computer Users Group 

                                                    susyball(at)aol.com                                                      www.nvpcug.com 
                                                                                                                              Susy is the leader of NVPCUG’s  Photo SIG 

shop Elements is built around the Photoshop fea-
ture-set and interface, without the high end fea-
tures, steep learning curve, and expensive price 
tag. Many Photoshop tutorials and downloads can 
also be used in Photoshop Elements. 
 

   If your interested in buying a new camera you 
might want to do research in Steve’s Digicams - 
Main Menu: (http://www.steves-digicams.com/) 
This is another site that is useful when thinking 
about getting a new camera (http://dpreview.com/) 
Remember also you can find useful reviews with 
features lists, etc. from PCWorld, CNET, and the 

   One thing you should not forget is to use GOOGLE 

to search your exact photo question..  Many times you 

will find the exact step-by-step directions you need. 
 

   About.com has some really good tips, tutorials 
and free downloads.  For their info go to the fol-
lowing link: http://graphicssoft.about.com/od/pselements/

Photoshop_Elements_Tutorials_and_User_Resources.htm 
From here you can go to other things such as 
TIPS & TRICKS, LEARNing THE BASICS, and 
SOFTWARE DOWNLOADS.  Tips, tutorials, and 
free downloads for Adobe Photoshop Elements, 
Adobe's mid-range photo editing software. Photo-
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Microsoft Photo Story 3 for Windows: make show-
n-tell cool again (http://www.microsoft.com/
windowsxp/using/digitalphotography/
PhotoStory/default.mspx) 

Microsoft Photo Story - Google Search (http://www.
google.com/search?q=Microsoft+Photo+Story&ie=utf-
8&oe=utf-8&aq=t&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:
official&client=firefox-a) 

Windows Movie Maker (Windows XP) - download 
(http://download.cnet.com/Windows-Movie-
Maker-Windows-XP/3000-13631_4-10165075.
html)  Come to CNET Download.com for free 
and safe Windows Movie Maker (Windows XP) 
downloads. Construct home movies from cap-
tured digital video on your Windows XP system.  

FAQ about Photo Story 3 (http://www.microsoft.
com/windowsxp/using/digitalphotography/
photostory/faq.mspx)  This document provides 
answers to frequently asked questions (FAQ) 
about Microsoft Photo Story 3 for Windows.  

My Janee: http://www.myjanee.com/
tutorialselements.htm.  Many are designed for 
Photoshop Elements 7, but can also be used in 
earlier versions of Elements.           Cont. pg. 12 

various makers of cameras like Sony, Kodak, 
Olympus, Samsung, Fuji and others. 
 

Windows Movie Maker and MS Photo Story 
  

   These can be used to make movies and photo 
slide shows. Both are free downloads. 
 

Windows Movie Maker: How to use (1) (http://www.
microsoft.com/windowsxp/using/moviemaker/default.
mspx)  See how to create home movie master-
pieces on your computer using Windows Movie 
Maker, and how to share them with family and 
friends.  

MS Photo Story 3 for Windows: make show-n-tell 
cool again (http://www.microsoft.com/
windowsxp/using/digitalphotography/photostory/
default.mspx)  

Windows XP: Create great movies (http://www.
microsoft.com/windowsxp/using/moviemaker/
create/default.mspx)  You have the inspiration. 
Now you just need the know-how to bring your 
visions to life. See how easy it can be to create, 
edit, and add special effects to your movies us-
ing Windows Movie Maker.  

Free Super Sites and Tools to Test Your PC  
 

                                         By Steve Bass, Editor of TechBite Technology 

 

                                                          Stevebass(at)techbite.com                          www.techbite.com 
 

        Author of a well read column, newsletter and blog plus many feature articles at PC World Magazine   

tests every few weeks. The last time I did, it rec-
ommended eight fixes; today I'm down to four 
things that need attention. The site gave me a 
how-to-fix short tutorial on each of the items. 

Are you sure your PC's healthy? Think back to 
when you heard that kerchunk sound coming from 
your hard drive. Or the last time your Internet con-
nection was down -- and I don't mean just suffer-
ing from the blues. My advice: Check inside your 
computer's case with these free diagnostic tools 
and see if anything's amiss before disaster strikes. 
 

PC Pitstop: The Best of the Best 
 

   There are lots of testing sites around, but if you 
want to visit just one site to test your PC, I'd rec-
ommend PC Pitstop.http://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?
l=IT7Nl&m=1gb5XL1PGpu37q&b=2xtEeDYsC1g9Naz7l
XRyGw 
 

   I'm enamored with PC Pitstop's bunch of diag-
nostic tests (the one to start with is the free "Full 
Test"). That's because you get a comprehensive 
hardware report as well as an indication of an as-
sortment of problems that could be harming per-
formance. (Full disclosure: PC Pitstop pumps up 
my numbers by reprinting the newsletter on their 
site. Even if they didn't, I'd still feel compelled to 
tell you about them.) 
 

   I run my machine through PC Pitstop's series of 

 

PC Pitstop shows me my computer's problems. 

Each tab (in the green circle) provides comprehensive details. 



   The report gave me a 35-count list of system 
specs, an even longer list of installed hardware, 
told me what drivers I needed to upgrade, and tal-
lied almost 40 performance results. It also com-
pared my computer's ratings with over a zillion 
other computers that PC Pitstop has tested. 

enough online speed tests to keep you busy all 
day. The Speed Test http://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?
l=IT7Nl&m=1gb5XL1PGpu37q&b=xyKDNDbYvFk8JRX
mnmOgwA has a cool car-dashboard-like inter-
face that watches your upload and download 
speeds. You can test your speed by using any 
of six servers in different locations. You'll obtain 
a good average by testing with two; try one 
close to home and another across the country.  

 

   I know, there are other diagnostic tool, but these 
should give you more than you'll ever need to 
know about your PC  
 

Fix Those Test Site Problems 
 

If any of these online tests don't work, give me a 
call (you have my home number, right?). If you get 
my answering machine, do the next best thing: 
 

1. If you have a pop-up or ad blocker, disable it 
before starting the tests. 

2. Make sure you have the current version of 
Adobe Flash Player;  http://clicks.aweber.com/y/
ct/?l=IT7Nl&m=1gb5XL1PGpu37q&b=.
iHSZ4kRbLCNohzcVChQzg if not, download 
and install it. 

3. While you're fiddling, you might as well check to 
see if you have the latest version of Java, an 
applet many sites require if you want to run, 
well, Web-based Java things. The version you 
need is based on the operating system you're 
using. Start on the http://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?
l=IT7Nl&m=1gb5XL1PGpu37q&b=f0hjj9TUrDlJa1grjb
UN9w Java site, click the "Free Java Download 
link, and choose "Windows XP/
Vista/2000/2003/2008." If that's confusing, click 
this link (go to) http://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?
l=IT7Nl&m=1gb5XL1PGpu37q&b=2aM63a8Hvf
Fnw3GegvW_pA and it'll tell you the version 
you need. 

 

   Be careful: During the installation, make sure to 
deselect the Yahoo toolbar option. 

   I encourage you to create a free account so you 
can save the reports, refer back to them, and 
compare current results with a previous test. 
 

   One last thing: PC Pitstop runs lots of ActiveX 
applets, so it's best to use Internet Explorer for the 
testing; you can read the results in Firefox 
 

Want More? Other Tests to Try 
 

   I know you'll get a little crazed if I don't mention 
your favorite diagnostic program or service. (I see 
the e-mails starting to roll in already.) Here are 
three freebies. 
 

• ·SIW - System Information for Windows:  This is 
my favorite, with literally volumes of data and 
specs about your PC. SIW is a stand-alone util-
ity that you don't need to install; it'll run directly 
from a USB flash drive, a floppy (if you still have 
one), a burned rescue CD, or a network drive. 
http://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?
l=IT7Nl&m=1gb5XL1PGpu37q&b=8mo5TwflBX
UGJtkVTA3XKg 

• Belarc Advisor: It does the job, but not nearly as 
well as SIW. It's here just so you won't kvetch 
that I missed it. http://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?
l=IT7Nl&m=1gb5XL1PGpu37q&b=SoXWjm1_q
TLZ2cprxQ82Eg 

• DSLReports http://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?
l=IT7Nl&m=1gb5XL1PGpu37q&b=CpubX9AOw
AanUquGkMH2kw has been around since the 
horse and buggy days. DSLReports gives you 

 

   PC Pitstop gives me details on my PC's security settings. 

 

Unless you want the Yahoo Toolbar (you probably don't), 

deselect it when installing Java. 

June Newsletter 2009                                                             Page 3                                                                            Vol. 2  No. 6 

Remember the links are not click able — You 
have to copy and paste them into your browser. 
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What's Running http://clicks.aweber.com/y/ct/?
l=IT7Nl&m=1gb5XL1PGpu37q&b=QI7powtzd71U
3wskwb7isQ is a lovely tool, a freebie that goes 
beyond what most programs tell you about your 
PC's live activities. Unfortunately, it's only for XP. 

Tool of the Week: What's Running 
 

   You might need to see all the processes running 
on your system, or maybe you're curious about 
the drivers that are loaded. The cleverly named 

 
Want to see your system's processes -- or the active modules, drivers, or services?  

What's Running tells you everything. 

Basic Web Design Terms           By Kim, WorldStart Staff Member 
 

                                                                     This information has been reprinted with permission from WorldStart 

site then it would be helpful to know what some of 
this stuff means. For example, do you know what 
the bold parts of the following web address stand 
for? 
                http:// www .worldstart. Com 
 

  I'm not going to get technical with the explana-

Let's go over some basics—definitions that is. 
 

I'm sure you've come across words and acronyms 
on the Internet that you don't know the meaning 
to. You may even see them every day but find 
your eyes glazing over with indifference to their 
definitions. If you plan on building your own web-
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.com = commercial 
    Worldstart uses a .com extension ( http:// 
    www.worldstart.com ) because we are a 
    commercial business 
.net = network 
.org = organization 
.info = information 
.biz = business 
.name = name 
.pro = professional 

 

   If you remember from last week, I looked up the 
domain I wanted which was www.lilydog.com and 
it was already taken. I chose to alter the name a 
bit and see what else was available. However, I 
could have kept the ‘lilydog' and looked to see if a 
different extension such as ‘lilydog.biz' or ‘lilydog.
name' was a possibility. 
 

The following extensions are not available to the 
public. You have to be a part of that specific insti-
tution in order to use its particular domain exten-
sion. 
.gov = government 
.mil = military 
.edu = education 
.aero = aerospace 
.coop = cooperatives 
.museum = museums 

 

   Hope this clears some things up. Check out 
www.webopedia.com if you want more specifics. 
It's a great online dictionary that is geared specifi-
cally to computer and Internet definitions. 
 

Until next week, 

tions. You just need the gist of it, otherwise you 
may end up with the TMI Blues. 
 

TMI = Too Much Information ;-) 
 

Okay, here we go: 
 

Internet – a networking infrastructure (a really hu-
mongous infrastructure) where any computer 
can communicate with any other computer as 
long as they are both connected to the Internet. 

 

WWW – World Wide Web. Not the same as the 
Internet. It's the way to access the information 
on the Internet. It's like your secret password 
decoder ring that allows you to tap into the info 
on the Internet and interprets it into a format 
that you understand 

 

HTTP – stands for Hyper Text Transfer Protocol. 
It's an agreed upon method for formatting and 
transmitting messages on the WWW 

 

HTML – Hyper Text Markup Language. It's the 
language used to build websites. Next time you 
are on a website go to your browsers menu and 
choose View, then Source. A window will open 
showing you the html that is used to put that 
site together. It's not very exciting to look at 
unless you're a programmer and like that kind 
of thing ;-) 

 

FTP – stands for File Transfer Protocol. This is 
what you will use when your site is complete 
and you transfer your web pages to a server so 
they can be accessed by the Internet. 

 

   Domain Extensions that are available to the 
public: 

   http://www.appremover.com 
   http://www.pcdecrapifier.com 
   http://www.revouninstaller.com 
 
   Reiterating what I wrote in a recent column, I still 
get a positive response from readers that they like 
the idea of getting free software for their PCs.  
From your feedback, these freeware columns are 
among your favorites, and I will continue to com-
pose them. 
 
   I have used a variety of sources to denote which 
freeware programs would be most beneficial to 
most users, and have now come across another 
valuable resource on the subject.  Lately I have 

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s 
permission for publication by APCUG member groups; all other 
uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address 
above).  
 

WEBSITES: 
   http://www.freewaregenius.com 
   http://www.freewaregenius.com/2009/04/07/the-   

best-free-antivirus-a-comparison 
   http://www.freewaregenius.com/2009/04/13/

how-to-uninstall-anything-free-apps-that-get-
the-job-done 

   http://www.av-comparatives.org 
   http://free.grisoft.com   (AVG) 
   http://free-av.com  (Avira) 
   http://www.avast.com/eng/free_software.html 

Freewaregenius – Evaluates Free PC Software           
                                       By Ira Wilsker, Columnist, The Examiner, Beaumont, TX; Radio Talk Show Host 
                                       Iwilsker (at) apcug.net     
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the lowest rate of false positives.  To swing the 
other way, AVG had a slower scanning speed 
than the other two. 
 

   While top rated in detection, Antivir does have 
one feature that many users found irritating, and 
that is that it displays advertisements with each 
update.  Antivir also integrates anti-spyware (as 
does AVG), but both AVG (the most popular) and 
Avast are easier to use than Antivir.  Personally, I 
have tried both AVG and Avast, and have recom-
mended them, along with Comodo, for a long 
time.  Cognizant that none of the three are by 
themselves a comprehensive security suite, but 
are a vital component in protecting the PC, I would 
feel comfortable with any of the three. 
 

   Another common situation that virtually all PC 
users eventually face is the occasional difficulty 
uninstalling no longer needed software.  Micro-
soft’s Add/Remove Programs utility is notorious 
for its inability to remove all traces of an applica-
tion when uninstalled.  Luckily for us there are 
several free utilities that are available that typically 
do a better job removing unwanted software than 
Microsoft’s utility.  Freewaregenius has recently 
obliged us by reviewing some of the best of the 
free uninstall utilities, Appremover, PC Decrapifier, 
and Revo Uninstaller. 
 

   Among the most difficult programs to uninstall 
are security applications, especially those from 
Symantec/Norton.  Appremover (www.
appremover.com) is a utility expressly designed to 
remove those no longer needed security applica-
tions.  I have used Appremover to uninstall Norton 
security products that have been difficult to re-
move, even with the utility available directly from 
Symantec.  Just recently, I tried to uninstall a Nor-
ton security suite from a troubled computer, and 
using Norton’s uninstall utility, there still were 
large amounts of digital debris left on the hard 
drive, including now obsolete registry entries; Ap-
premover handled the job much more efficiently 
and completely than Norton’s own utility.  Many 
other security utilities are almost as difficult to re-
move, McAfee products being among the most 
difficult, and Appremover handles them all with 
ease. 
 

   PC Decrapifier (www.pcdecrapifier.com) may 
have an unpleasant name, but it is a sweet pro-
gram that I have used numerous times to selec-
tively remove the trial software, demo software, 
and other useless items installed by computer 
manufacturers.  Much of this factory installed soft-

been reading the listings and evaluations from a 
site “freewaregenius” (listed as one word in lower 
case), www.freewaregenius.com, which has been 
busily locating and testing some of the finest free 
software available.  About once a week, freeware-
genius posts its latest recommendations.  Two of 
the recent postings were especially interesting to 
me, and they are a review of the best free anti-
virus programs, and a review of software uninstal-
ler utilities. 
 

   On almost every radio show, and via a steady 
stream of emails, I am frequently asked about my 
recommendations for free antivirus software.  Us-
ers are either fed up with the poor performance of 
their commercial antivirus software and are seek-
ing free alternatives, or are seeking to conserve 
their scarce fiscal resources by utilizing free soft-
ware rather than buying it.  Freewaregenius evalu-
ated the three most popular free antivirus pro-
grams in order to bestow the title “best freeware 
antivirus program”.  The three contenders for the 
top spot were the enormously popular programs 
Avira Antivir, Avast, and AVG.  The author of the 
review summarized his findings with the state-
ment, “My conclusion: all three are very worthy 
contenders that can hold their own or surpass any 
heavyweight for-pay antivirus; however Antivir and 
Avast are definitely in the first tier, while AVG is a 
close second tier.” 
 

   In his evaluations, the author used the latest 
available objective comparisons performed by a 
third parting testing laboratory, AV-comparatives.  
While there are some other excellent freeware 
antivirus programs (I have recommended Comodo 
in the past), for the purpose of evaluation, the au-
thor chose to compare the top three free antivirus 
programs.  These three programs, which in their 
aggregate, arguably represent the large majority 
of users of free antivirus programs, were also 
compared to the performance of some of the top 
performing commercial programs, Kaspersky and 
Eset Nod32. 
 

   In the independent laboratory tests by AV-
comparatives, Avast and Antivir both performed 
extremely well, and were very close in their abili-
ties to detect viruses.  In fact, the free Antivir 
came out at the top of the list in detection, beating 
out all of the commercial products tested.  Antivir 
was also excellent at detecting new threats that 
had not yet been added to its virus signature data-
base, using a detection technology known as 
“heuristics”.  AVG, while slightly behind in its de-
tection ability, was ahead of the others by having 



a mouse.  On my computer, Revo shows several 
times more programs than Add/Remove Pro-
grams, and removes them much more completely.  
Revo Uninstaller is the primary program that I use 
for this purpose on a regular basis, and I have 
been very satisfied with it. 
 

   At present, freewaregenius has a directory of 
over 600 free programs that it has reviewed and 
evaluated, and another listing of the programs that 
it has rated with its highest 5-star rating.  Free-
waregenius is a very worthwhile web site to peri-
odically visit, and use as a resource to discover 
some excellent free PC software.  

ware and services are commission generating or 
advertising in nature.  One major PC maker actu-
ally charges the user $50 to order a computer 
without such software installed!  PC Decrapifier 
can remove that software from a new or not so 
new computer for free. 
 

   Because I review so much software, I am fre-
quently installing and uninstalling software and my 
most frequent utility to accomplish that task is 
Revo Uninstaller (www.revouninstaller.com).  
Revo Uninstaller displays all of the software in-
stalled on the computer, and can quickly and com-
pletely remove unwanted software with the click of 

Your Very Own Domain            By Kim, WorldStart Staff Member 
 

                                                                     This information has been reprinted with permission from WorldStart 

available by going to the "Who Is" section of the 
InterNic website. http://www.internic.net/whois.
html. InterNic stands for Internet Network Informa-
tion Center and they have the info we need. Type 
the name you want into the Whois Search but 
leave out the www. So, still using my example, I'll 
type in lilydog.com and choose the Submit button. 

   So, you would like to design your own website, 
huh? Well good for you :-) 
 

   Whether it's a personal site or a business site 
that you are creating you will need a Domain 
Name. 
 

   A Domain Name is a unique name that identifies 
an Internet Site. Without getting into a bunch of 
technical jargon it’s basically just the address for 
your site. For example, the Domain Name for 
WorldStart is www.worldstart.com. Type that 
Domain Name into the address bar of your Inter-
net browser and the WorldStart site will appear. 
Now that you know what a Domain Name is, let's 
choose one! This is the fun part. Pick a name 
that's reflective of your site, easy to remember and 
not too long. Let's say I'm building a web site in 
honor of my dog, Lily. I'll want a name that reflects 
that. I think she is the greatest but the domain 
name www.lilyisthebestdoginthewholewide-
worldtimesinfinity.com is too long—even though 
it's the truth. Something like www.lilydog.com or 
www.superlilydog.com is better. It's a good idea 
to have a couple of choices ready in case you find 
out that one of the names you want is already 
taken. That's right. The name you want could al-
ready be taken. I did a quick search on google.
com and found a statistic, which stated that there 
are over 45,000,000 names already registered. 
That statistic is a few years old so I'm sure the 
number is a lot higher now. 
 

   You can find out if the domain name you want is 
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And, the results.... dang, it's already taken!! If the 
name you want is already taken then you will be 
shown the registration information on it, which in-
cludes when the registration expires, in case you 
want to wait it out and buy the name then. 
 

   You can always try for a variation on the name 
you want such as lily-dog.com if your heart is set 
on it. But let's try the other name superlilydog.
com. Type it in and choose submit. Woohoo, it's 
available. If the name you want is available you 
will see a message that says "No match for do-
main "SUPERLILYDOG.COM"”. Which means 
that no one else has registered it and it’s avail-
able. Now just choose the Registrars link to de-
cide which one of the accredited companies to 
use to register your domain name. 

 

 Next step: Find a Host :-) 
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The signup process was very fast and easy, only 
asking for me to create my user name, create a 
secure password, and entering my email address.  
After creating my account, I was given the oppor-
tunity to upload a photo of myself for display to 
anyone that views my Twitter page, and allow me 
to customize my page to control the way others 
view it.  I entered my first short message that I 
was using Twitter, and it appeared on my now 
personalized webpage.  Since messages and 
other postings are intended to appear as text mes-
sages on cell phones as well as on a webpage, 
individual postings are limited to 140 characters, 
the maximum length of a text message (SMS) al-
lowed on most cell phone systems.  As I was typ-
ing this column, I posted a Twitter (message) that 
I was typing this column; if anyone is following my 
activities at this instant, he would receive this 
news as a text message on his cell phone, as an 
RSS feed on his computer, and email, or by sim-
ply viewing my Twitter webpage.  On my view of 
my webpage is a text box where I can type my 
current activity, as long as I keep it under 140 
characters, as shown by the counter adjacent to 
the text box.  Postings can be made or received 
by computer, cell phone text message, Black-
berry, or other communications device.  Postings 
can also be received on any newsreader that uses 
the RSS format news feed. 

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the author’s 
permission for publication by APCUG member groups; all other 
uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address 
above).  
 

WEBSITES:     http://www.twitter.com 
 

   Several of the readers of this column asked me, 
“What is Twitter?” following the media reports that 
senators and congress people were “Twittering” 
during recent presidential speeches.  Twitter (the 
internet service and the person who does the 
posting) and Twittering or Tweeting (the posting of 
personal activities on Twitter) has become one of 
the most popular ways of communicating one’s 
activities so that others can follow what is going 
on in the life of a Twitter.  The service is self-
described as, “Twitter is a service for friends, fam-
ily, and co–workers to communicate and stay con-
nected through the exchange of quick, frequent 
answers to one simple question: What are you do-
ing?”  According to some of the national media 
quoted by Twitter.com, “The New York Times calls 
Twitter "one of the fastest-growing phenomena on 
the Internet." TIME Magazine says, "Twitter is on 
its way to becoming the next killer app," and 
Newsweek noted that "Suddenly, it seems as 
though all the world's a-twitter."  One may wonder 
why a Twitter user would post his daily activities 
as they occur; Twitter explains it this way, “Why? 
Because even basic updates are meaningful to 
family members, friends, or colleagues—
especially when they’re timely.” 

Twitter – What You Are Doing Right Now            
                                       By Ira Wilsker, Columnist, The Examiner, Beaumont, TX; Radio Talk Show Host 
                                       Iwilsker (at) apcug.net     

  
   Just to experience the life of a Twitter, I went to 
www.twitter.com and signed up for a free account.  

  
   Twitter makes it very easy to find friends who 
also Twitter.  By clicking on the “Find People” 
icon, a window is opened that says “Find people”. 
Follow them”.  To locate friends on Twitter, I 
chose to allow Twitter to access my email address 
book to determine if any of my current correspon-
dents are on Twitter.  Twitter can access (but only 
with your express permission) address books on 
Yahoo, Gmail, AOL, Hotmail, and MSN.  It will 
quickly scan the online address book, and match 
any email addresses in the address book against 
the millions already in the Twitter database.  Twit-
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News, Al Gore, John McCain, Whole Foods Mar-
ket (Fresh organic tweets from Whole Foods Mar-
ket HQ in Austin), Lance Armstrong, Britney 
Spears (Yes! This is the real Britney Spears!), 
George Stephanopoulos (ABC News Chief Wash-
ington Correspondent and Host of "This Week"), 
Women's Wear Daily, the Nightline TV news 
show, Martha Stewart, comedian and magician 
Penn Jillette, rapper 50 cent, and many more.  
The business and news outlets listed post break-
ing news or special deals to their Twitter friends.  
One that I added, being the nascent bargain shop-
per, is Woot.com, which posts one deeply dis-
counted bargain each day in each of its merchan-
dise categories. 
   Twitter, the company, is headquartered in San 

ter states that it does not save the email ad-
dresses and passwords, and does not send out 
emails to those located without express permis-
sion to do so.  I also used the “Find on Twitter” 
feature to enter my last name to see if any of my 
relatives are on Twitter, and add them to my 
friends list.  Just as a lark, I entered the names of 
some of our elected officials, and found that sev-
eral of them do have Twitter accounts.  If I want to 
invite friends by personal email, I can enter their 
email addresses in the “Invite by Email” box, and 
Twitter will send them an invitation.   

 

   If I want to add celebrities to my friend’s list, I can 
click on “Suggested Uses”, and a list of celebrities 
who Twitter will be displayed.  By checking the box 
adjacent to their names, we can exchange Twitter 
posts and monitor each others’ activities.  Some of 
the more interesting celebrities and online services 
that can be added to anyone’s Twitter friends list 
are the Jodrell Bank observatory, the Dell Outlet 
Store, JetBlue Airways Customer Service (monitors 
Twitter 24/7), the New York Times, 10 Downing 
Street (the official residence of the British Prime 
Minister), rapper M. C. Hammer, CNN Breaking 

  
Francisco, and was founded in 2006.  It is a small 
company, with only a few dozen employees, but 
has millions of members.  It has a marketing 
model to generate revenue, but the revenue 
model has not yet been implemented, leaving all 
of the posts and web pages currently free of ad-
vertising. 
 

   I am not sure how much I will be using Twitter 
on a regular basis by posting my personal activi-
ties and short commentaries, but I will check my 

Finding a Web Host          By Kim, WorldStart Staff Member 
 

                                                                     This information has been reprinted with permission from WorldStart 

build your website, leave it on your computer in 
your house and think that other Internet users can 
get to it. It doesn't work that way. Your website 
needs to be uploaded to a server that has special 
software on it and that is connected to the Inter-
net. This is where a web server comes in. 
 

   A web server stores all the files that are neces-

   Okay, so you bought your domain name. You're 
happy, you're excited, you're…. wait, well now 
what do you do with it? Now that you have a do-
main name you need to put it some place. Let me 
tell you where ;-) 
 

Buying a domain name does not automatically put 
your web site out there on the Internet. You can't 



Free Web Hosting            By David, WorldStart Staff Member 
 

                                                                     This information has been reprinted with permission from WorldStart 
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that offers Virtual Hosting as opposed to a dedi-
cated server. 
Virtual Hosting means that your site will share the 
web services of that web host with a bunch of 
other small websites. A Dedicated server means 
that your site will be on a server all by itself. 

sary to display your website. These files include 
the pages of your site, graphic images, and any 
special scripts. You will create these files when 
you build your site—but don't worry about that yet. 
Right now, you need to find a web host. 
 

   A Web host is in the business of providing web 
server space and Internet connection services for 
web sites. You give them the information on the 
domain name you purchased, upload the web site 
you've built to their server and they will direct the 
world, really the whole world, to your site. Okay, 
well anyone in the whole world who is looking for 
your site, that is. 
 

   How do you find a Web host you ask? Well, a lot 
of times the same company that you purchased 
your domain name through will also host your site. 
Or, you can do a search on the web for "web 
host". You can ask a friend who their host is. You 
can look in the yellow pages in your local phone-
book. Or, you can take hosting advice from a 
trusted website, ahem, for example we use Hard 
Hat Hosting. 
 

   If you are building a personal, hobby or a small 
business site then you will look for a Web Host 

   Since Web Hosts charge a monthly fee, sharing 
a server with the Virtual Hosting option is a very 
cost-effective way to go. It's literally the difference 
between about $10 a month for Virtual Hosting to 
about a $250 or more (possibly much more) a 
month for a dedicated server. So, unless you're 
Daddy Warbucks, then look for the Virtual Hosting 
option. Besides, your little ole' website doesn't 
need a server all to itself anyway. 

 

domain name and what if your competitor's ban-
ner ad show up at the top of your page? 
 

Here are some free web hosting services: 
 

Geocities — If you have a Yahoo Identity/
Address you might want to go with them since 
your web address will be linked to your email iden-
tity.     http://geocities.yahoo.com/ 
 

MSN Spaces — A good option if you have an 
MSN/Hotmail address. From what I could see 
you're limited to using their template. Still, it's a 
great place to share a Blog, Photo Album, list of 
favorite links, and more with the world. 
http://spaces.msn.com/ 
 

AOL Hometown — Free web space is available 
for all AOL users. Just go to "Community" and se-
lect "Hometown" or use this link... 
http://hometown.aol.com/_dyn/ 
 

Angelfire — this free service is from Lycos. The 
down side is that they dish out both banners and 
pop-ups. They choose these based on key words 
on your page which can cause strange results. 

   Yes, it's out there. If you want to put up a per-
sonal page you don't need to go through all the 
trouble of buying a domain name and paying for 
space. The only trade off is that your site will have 
banner ads, pop-ups, and/or ads on the side col-
umn ("free" is a relative term on the internet). 
 

   Some services allow you to upload an HTML 
page that you created on your computer, while 
others require that you put your pictures, music, 
and text into their format. 
 

   If you already have an email address or identity 
with MSN/Hotmail, Yahoo, or AOL you may want 
to consider going with what they have available for 
continuity sake. 
 

   What if you run out of space? You can always 
sign up at another free service and link the pages 
together. So pages 1-5 are on AOL while 6-10 are 
on Yahoo, your music files can be downloaded 
from Lycos, etc. 
 

   Be sure to read the licensing agreement. Most 
free servers are for personal use, not for busi-
nesses. Besides, a business should have it's own 
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http://www.angelfire.lycos.com/ 
 

All of these services offer templates and wizards 
that easily walk you through the process of build-
ing your page. Even a novice can put up a web 
page. 
 

See you in cyberspace. 

into the text boxes provided. Select photos and 
music with a couple of clicks, add widgets, plus a 
forum, guestbook and links to any online photo 
albums. Go Daddy also sells SmartSpace™, an 
instant site builder, as well as blog/podcast soft-
ware and Internet photo hosting for anyone who'd 
like to share photos online. For those who don't 
wish to build their own Web sites, the Go Daddy 
Dream Design Team is available to create sleek, 
professional Web sites. 
 

Web Hosting 
According to Netcraft®, Go Daddy is the world's 
largest hostname provider. In addition to a range 
of reasonably-priced shared hosting plans, Go 
Daddy offers Dedicated and Virtual Dedicated 
servers. All plans come with a 99.9% uptime com-
mitment, round-the-clock support and access to 
dozens of free downloadable applications through 
Go Daddy Hosting Connection. All Go Daddy data 
centers feature integrated monitoring and fire sys-
tems, cutting-edge security technology and 24/7 
onsite security staff. You can be sure any Web 
site hosted by us is monitored 24-hours-a-day by 
experts. 
 

Email 
At Go Daddy, each email account comes with a 
truly one-of-a-kind address. Forget those strings 
of nonsensical letters and numbers you get with 
other email accounts - each Go Daddy email ad-
dress has your domain name right in it. This 
makes it super easy for friends, customers and 
colleagues familiar with your domain name to re-
member your Go Daddy email address. All Go 
Daddy email accounts are fast, ultra-reliable and 
secure. They're protected from spam and viruses 
and they're advertising-free. You can access your 
Go Daddy email through your Web browser or 

   Several years ago I needed a domain name for 
a business venture. The company I was working 
with would get me a name, but I didn’t like their 
prices. I searched the internet and found a small 
start up company called GoDaddy.com with prices 
I liked. “My” company insisted on taking over the 
hosting, but I was very pleased with my GoDaddy 
experience. 
 

   Today DoDaddy dominates the domain name 
and website hosting arenas. Because the com-
pany owns and operates its servers and other 
equipment it has been able to keep its prices low 
while marinating top notch service. Their web 
hosting has a 99.9% uptime guarantee and comes 
with no cost site building tools that are second to 
none. Of course, they also have designers on staff 
who can build you a one of a kind site. 
 

In their own words GoDaddy offers: 
 

Go Daddy Domains 
Go Daddy has been offering the latest TLDs at the 
industry's lowest prices since 1997. Little wonder 
we're the world's premier domain name registrar 
(Name Intelligence, Inc). Because at Go Daddy, 
you can register a domain for up to 70% less than 
other registrars AND get hosting, an easy-to-use 
site-builder, personalized email account, blog/
podcast tool, photo album and more - all abso-
lutely FREE. We get you up and running on the 
Web for just the cost of your domain registration. 
 

Site Builders 
WebSite Tonight® has helped thousands of peo-
ple build and launch their own Web sites with ab-
solutely no technical skills. Just choose a profes-
sional layout from the dozens of themes available 
(restaurant, how-to, etc), then click and type right 

Note:  Things have changed drastically since this 
was written (August 16, 2005) – come to the 
meeting to find out what changed and how it was 
done. 

 

Smart Computing Tip Of The Day 
 

Manage Your Computer 
 

The Computer Management console gives you 
instant access to a variety of information utilities, 
performance tools, and other elements of the sys-
tem. If you are making sweeping system changes 
or troubleshooting, having the entire system read-
ily available can be a real time-saver. To open 
the Computer Management utility, right-click My 
Computer and select Manage.  

Go Daddy , com                        By Beth Pickering, Sonoma Valley Computer Group 
                                                                         bethpick(at)emailx.net                          www.vom.com/svcg 
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accounts, SSL Certificates, eCommerce tools - 
our reseller plans include over 50 products in all. 
 

   With WebSite Tonight - and its more than 800 
easy-to-use templates - you can build your own 
Web site even if you have no technical skills. Just 
open your Internet browser, select your images 
and type your text. Just like that, your site gets 
built or updated. Plus, associate your WebSite To-
night, Quick Blogcast and Quick Shopping Cart 
sites to create a dynamic Web site featuring a 
complete Internet store… and manage it all from 
one location.  
 

   Sounds expensive, doesn’t it? Actually the 
prices range from $3.99 a month to $12.99 a 
month with. extras thrown in  The  folks at Go-
Daddy are helping people buy their way to the top 
of the search engine lists. I found out how to do 
this little Google gem years ago. You can buy your 
way to the top of the list without showing up as a 
sponsored link! The tools I used analyzed the tag 
words for me and ranked them in the order of 
popularity, All I had to do was decide how much I 
could pay per click and not have a negative cash 
flow. It looks like other companies want part of this 
additional revenue. 

popular email clients like Microsoft® Outlook® and 
Outlook Express. You can even send SMS and 
text mail-right from your compose window! 
Choose from several email plans, with up to 10 
email addresses.  
 

Business 
Go Daddy offers a complete line of eCommerce 
and online marketing tools, all designed for the 
user with no knowledge of programming. Quick 
Shopping Cart® has everything you need to sell 
products online. Whether you use it as a stand-
alone storefront or add it to an existing Web site, 
all you do is customize your product catalog, de-
sign your site and you're in business! Some com-
panies require a monthly fee PLUS a percentage 
of the total transactions for a shopping cart but not 
Go Daddy. With Quick Shopping Cart, you simply 
pay a monthly fee. The rest is all yours. Go Daddy 
customers may also order a professional logo, ad 
banners, a complete business identity and a Web 
site design from the experts on our Dream Design 
Team. They may also list and sell their products in 
Go Daddy Marketplace™, a bustling center of 
online commerce. 
 

SSL Certificates 
Secure Sockets Layer Certificates-or SSLs, as 
they're commonly called-encrypt sensitive data as 
it moves to and from your Web site. With an SSL 
on your site, information such as social security 
and credit card numbers can never be intercepted 
by an outside party, regardless of their intentions. 
SSL certificates are the single-most powerful 
means of reassuring wary Internet shoppers. 
When they see the distinctive padlock icon in the 
lower corner of their Web browser, visitors know 
that information flowing both to and from your site 
is protected. So there's no need to worry that 
someone will view the private information they 
provide to you. It's absolutely safe. Go Daddy of-
fers a variety of SSL Certificates with up to 256-bit 
encryption-the highest level available. All Go 
Daddy SSLs come with a warranty and offer 
99.9% browser recognition-many can be had in a 
matter of minutes. All for up to 70% less than the 
other SSL Certificates out there. 
 
Resell domains and related services 
Looking to start a home-based business or add to 
an existing one? Check out Wild West® Domains, 
a Go Daddy Group company. Open a Basic, Pro 
or Super Reseller plan with Wild West Domains 
and start selling a full suite of Go Daddy products. 
Domain names, Web hosting, site builders, email 

All plans include Google Webmaster 

THREE plans to choose from! . 

   There is one other link I forgot to send for the 
photo stuff. Actually I found a couple of useful 
ones: 
  

   Get VisPics (a freeware download) to weed out 
those duplicate pictures you have. It can be found 
at (http://www.visipics.info/index.php?
title=Main_Page or http://download.cnet.com/
VisiPics/3000-2193_4-10424234.html) 
  

   And the one I talked about in the meeting that 
has the ability to change the dates . . . the search 
says to go to home.live.com (http://home.live.
com/) and download a freebie called Windows 
Live Photo Gallery. This works on both Vista and 
XP and although the Picture Gallery that comes 
with Vista and will allow you to change the TIME 
of a photo, this program will allow you to not only 
change the time, but also batch edit the "Date 
Taken" field for several photos at once. 

  
 Susy’s Links Continued                          


