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Create a movie worthy of Hollywood,  
                                                and Pinnacle will send you to Las Vegas!  

will receive a pack of additional Montage tem-
plates. Please see Official Contest Rules for 
more details. 
 

So let your imagination run wild, and send us your 
unique video creations anytime between October 
1 and December 1, 2008 using the entry form 
available here. Include a brief description of your 
movie and any notable Pinnacle Montage tech-
niques you used to produce it. Submissions will be 
posted here, where viewers can screen and enter 
their votes. Remember, the earlier you send us 
your video, the more opportunity you have to gar-
ner positive responses.  

In our Montage Your Way to Las Vegas con-
test, Pinnacle challenges you to create your own 
movie using the extraordinary capabilities of Pin-
nacle Montage, a breakthrough template-based 
feature that makes multi-tracking easy.  
 

The participant whose video receives the most 
viewer votes will be rewarded with a thrilling trip 
to Las Vegas to attend CES 2009 next January. 
At the world’s largest annual tradeshow for con-
sumer technology, the winner will be on hand for 
exciting product launches from the most innova-
tive companies on the planet. The first runner-up 
wins a Nintendo Wii, and the second runner-up 

   Last month we learned about movie editing with 
Pinnacle Studio 12.  On September 30th Pinnacle 
Systems, Inc. started their monthly series of live 
webinars that highlight the various innovative fea-
tures included with Pinnacle Studio 12. and how 
they make it easy to quickly create and share pro-
fessional-looking videos. Specialists will be avail-
able during the webinars to help beginners and 
experienced users gain new skills that will make 
their video editing experience even more reward-
ing.  
 

    Each live webcast will be about one-hour long 
and will include a 15-minute real-time demo on the 
subject of the webinar. By using a live camera 
feed and screen sharing, rather than static slide 
presentations, Pinnacle Studio version 12 users 
will be able to see the various features and capa-
bilities that are being demonstrated right on their 
own screen. Demonstrations will be followed by 
an interactive Q&A session with questions submit-
ted prior to the webinar or during the live event.  
 

  This month they emailed me about their special 
promotion (see box below). 

   “Back to Basics” covers a lot of areas—there are 
word processing, emailing, printing, and using the 
internet for just a few.  Much too much for just one 
meting, so bringing questions/problems will insure 
we cover what our group wants to know.  Should 
anyone want to remain anonymous, just email the 
questions to me by Friday.  That will also give me 
a chance to find out the answers I don’t know. 
 

   Sometimes the best help can be knowing some-
where you can go to check things out.  I find the 
following websites helpful: 
 

www.PCMag.com—Has a lot of searchable info  
even for non-subscribers,  The roll across ads 
can be annoying, but the articles are good. 

 

www.smartcomputing.com—Will send you daily 
tips by email.  Anyone can have access to the 
tip archives, but they aren’t searchable.  Many 
areas are for subscribers only. 

 

www.worldstart.com—Lots of searchable tips, how 
to’s and “deals of the day”.  They have several 
newsletters that you can subscribe to, 

 

At Saturday’s meeting I will hand out a list of infor-
mational websites I found on www.PCMag.com. —Beth 



October Newsletter 2008                                                        Page 2                                                                          Vol. 1  No. 10 

Pinnacle Studio 12 Review      By Beth Pickering, Sonoma Valley Computer Group 
                                                                         bethpick(at)emailx.net                          www.vom.com/svcg 

ing a category brings up a screen with thumbnail 
“A/B” boxes.  Clicking on one activates the A to B 
transition so you can see how it looks.  After de-
ciding which one to use, you simply drag and drop 
it into place on the timeline.  The other features 
use thumbnails of the image you are editing to 

show what the final look will be.  All you have to 
do is select the one you want.  As you become 
more skilled you can alter the feature itself.  Some 
(like “Magic Bullet Looks”) have visible boxes to 
adjust (see above) while others (see Boris Graffiti 
below) have an advanced mode to select.  There 
are prompts where you can enter text and exam-
ples to see what it will look like.  Any font that is 

   I would love to compare video editing programs 
and declare Pinnacle Studio 12 the easiest one to 
use, but to be honest . . . this was the only photo 
editing I have ever done.  To be precise:  I had a 
borrowed laptop I had never used before, a few 
unrelated video clips (not mine), a few pictures 
(not mine), less than 24 hours to make a demo 
movie for my presentation, and a history of attract-
ing glitches.   
 

  Because Studio 12 is suppose to be easy for a 
beginner to use I decided to go out of my comfort 
zone and put this software to the ultimate test:  
Like many users, I skipped reading the instruc-
tions.  I have to admit to a little help.  I had seen a 
live demo at a convention and watched some very 
short informational clips on www.pinnaclesys.com. 
 

  The hardest thing I had to do was choosing the 
options I wanted to use.  The closest I got to a 
glitch was that the video card in my borrowed 
computer wouldn’t support “Magic Bullet Looks”. 
 

   Starting with a “Montage”, I began my quest.  I 
already knew image editing had to be done on the 
main timeline and that any type of image could be 

used.  The numbers showed what image went 
where.  Moving the images around was as easy 
as drag and drop.  “Undo” and “delete” were also 
handy.  Mixing sections from different Montage 
themes didn’t cause and problems.  Leaving Mon-
tage boxes empty didn’t either.  The playback only 
showed an appropriately numbered space.  With 
just a click of a button you can review your crea-
tion full screen.  When you are editing that particu-
lar section of the orange bar turns green. 
 

   There are hundreds of transitions on hand. Pick-

on your computer can be used.  Correcting red 
eye and removing the black bars so your images 
fill the movie frame can be done with the click of a 
button.  It is possible to interweave up to 18 video 
tracks in minutes. 
 

    Pinnacle Studio 12 has two dedicated sound 
tracks - one for special sounds and the other for 
background music.  You can import songs to use 
as is, or you can add them to “Scorefitter” - your 



October Newsletter 2008                                                        Page 3                                                                          Vol. 1  No. 10 

widen the column out by holding your mouse sym-
bol over the vertical line located before the next 
column label. A double arrow will appear, then 
hold down left mouse button and move it to the 
right. This information tells you where it is located 
and in some cases which program is using it. Un-
check those in question, you can put them back in 
later if you need too. Do not uncheck you Antivirus 
or Spyware programs. 
 

   Next go to the tab on top labeled SERVICES, 
this show all of the programs running now. You do 
not what to uncheck those labeled Microsoft under 
the MANUFACTURER column, so to start off, lets 
put a check mark in the box below labeled “Hide 
all Microsoft Services”. 
 

   Now while you are reviewing the other programs 
running in the background note the forth column 
labeled STATUS. If it says STOPPED, then don’t 
worry about it. We just want to stop the strange 
ones that are RUNNING. You can uncheck those 
that you are not familiar with, here again you may 
bring them back in later. 
 

   After un-checking all those items under tabs 
STARTUP & SERVICES, then click on APPLY 
and CLOSE.  

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publi-
cation by APCUG member groups. 
 

   Does your computer boot-up or run slow? 
Maybe there are too many programs running in 
the back ground. Let us do the following check 
first. 
 

   Hold your CTRL & ALT buttons and press the 
DELETE button. 
Click on the PERFORMANCE tab, is your CPU 
Usage running more than 10% or is your Physical 
Memory being in total use? 
 

   Go to START then RUN, type in “msconfig” 
which stands for Microsoft System Configuration. 
In Windows VISTA you can find RUN in the AC-
CESSORY folder under PROGRAMS. 
 

   The System Configuration Utility windows will 
come up. 
 

   First go to the upper right tab labeled START 
UP, here you will see the list of items that load 
during startup. Of course some you want, some 
you don’t. In the first column labeled STARTUP 
ITEM gives a very rough idea to what it is refer-
enced too, but the second column labeled COM-
MAND, is much more useful. Too read it better, 

   I didn’t do it, but I understand that outputting is 
also easy.  You select the media, then the drop 
down box choices, and click the “Create” button. 
 

   My experience with Pinnacle Studio 12 was ef-
fortless and fun.  Users with no experience can 
easily make professional looking movies while 
knowledgeable editors can tweak their movies to 
an all time high.   

own original background music composer.  It is as 
easy to use as the image editors.  Several choices 
have been pre-loaded in the software.  You simply 

pick a style, pick a song, pick a version and listen 
to the result.  If you don’t like it, you just start over.  
The length can be changed by dragging the begin-
ning or ending points.  The “song” can be changed 
at anytime by using the “accept changes” button. 

Let’s Clean “Start-Up”              By Bob Elgines, Colorado River Computer Club 
                                                                         elginesz(at)rraz.net                           www.crccaz.com 



Game software links, and for the software that is 
both Educational and Fun, we put links to the 
same program in both the Educational and Game 
folders. You can rename shortcuts to anything you 
want, and it won’t affect the real name of the file 
they point to. 
 

   Shortcuts are also portable! If I know for sure 
that a program will be in a certain place on nearly 
every PC, I can e-mail a link to someone and tell 
them to place it on their desktop. Double-clicking 
on it should open that file on my recipient’s PC! E-
mailing a link is much more of a sure bet than e-
mailing an executable file—because most e-mail 
servers just won’t allow executables (files ending 
in .EXE) to be sent! 
 

   How does one create a link? The best way is to 
find the file you want the link to refer to, then do a 
single right-click on it. This brings up a context 
menu where you can create the shortcut. Once 
the shortcut is created you can move it to any di-
rectory or to the desktop. 
 

   For creating desktop links, Windows provides a 
shortcut wizard that allows you to create a short-
cut for any file type including a web page or an-
other folder. From anywhere on the desktop, right 
click and select ‘New’ and then ‘Shortcut’ to acti-
vate this wizard.  
 

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely 
for publication by APCUG member groups. All other uses re-
quire the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

Obtained from APCUG with the author's permission for publi-
cation by APCUG member groups. 
 

   Why do some icons on your desktop have a little 
white arrow embedded in the picture?  These are 
shortcuts (sometimes called links). They are small 
files that represent and “point to” the real thing. 
When you double -left-click on a shortcut icon, 
Windows reads the location of the file to open 
from within the shortcut file, then opens the target 
file. Shortcuts are, in the lingo of computer pro-
grammers, symbolic links to actual files. They 
don’t contain any of the file’s information—they 
just point to it. In real terms: if Peoria, Illinois was 
a file, then its shortcut would be the map telling 
you how to get there. 
 

   Why do we use shortcuts? Why not just put the  
real, actual file on your desktop? There are sev-
eral reasons. First, since a shortcut does not con-
tain any of the target file’s information, it can be 
deleted without damaging the file it points to. 
Therefore, placing shortcuts on the desktop (or in 
any directory) is safer. Accidental deletion of these 
links will not affect anything other than you may 
lose track of where your file was! 
 

   The other reason is that you can have many 
shortcuts and place them anywhere you might 
need quick access to your file. For example, when 
we give away computers, we organize the soft-
ware links in various folders on the desktop. 
There’s a folder for Educational software and 

   If you improved your operation of your com-
puter, you can put back in the items one at a time 
until you find the program that was slowing you 
down. 
 

   This article has been provided to APCUG by the author 
solely for publication by APCUG member groups. All other 
uses require the permission of the author (see e-mail address 
above). 

   The System Configuration Utility will now ask 
you to RESTART (or Boot) your computer. 
 

   After restarting a window will come up stating 
System Configuration Utility has been changed, 
be sure to put a check mark in the bottom left 
(labeled “Don’t show this message or launch …..”) 
before clicking OK. 

you're forced to run to fix the error? And even after 
that's done, you're probably going to double check 
the document manually as well, aren't you? 
 

   Wish you could just start the spell check over 
and get Word to ignore your Ignore All command? 
 

Good news, you can! 

   Have you ever realized that either part way 
through a spell check or when you're done, you've 
just told MS Word to Ignore All on something that 
should have been corrected? 
 

   Did you find yourself staring blankly at your 
computer, dreading the Find/Replace procedure 

Shortcuts                              By Mike Moore, Bowling Green Area Microcomputer User Group 
                                                               ml.moore@insightbb.com                             www.bgamug.org 

Reversing a Spell Checker “Oops”                By April, WorldStart Staff Member 
 

                                                                     This information has been reprinted with permission from WorldStart 
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   You'll be sent back to the Spelling and Grammar 
Options page where you'll need to click OK. 
 

   Finally, you'll be taken back to the spell check 
process where you'll get a second chance to 
choose to ignore or not to ignore. Yes!Proofing 
Tools section, Recheck Document button. (This 
button may be labeled as Check Document if you 
haven't previously run a spell check). 
 

   In Office 2007, the Options button will take you 
to the program's Options window. Once there, 
you're still looking for the Recheck Document 
button. 

Click the Recheck Document button  
  

   Word will warn you that you're about to restart 
the spell check, disregarding your previous Ignore 
choices.  
 

You need to click Yes to confirm your decision. 
 

   You'll be sent back to the Spelling and Grammar 
Options page where you'll need to click OK. 
 

   Finally, you'll be taken back to the spell check 
process where you'll get a second chance to 
choose to ignore or not to ignore. Yes! 

   Word comes with the ability to recheck the docu-
ment and clear the Ignore All list so that you can 
get the mistake corrected the second time 
through. 
 

   To recheck the document and reset the Ignore 
All list, you first need to start the spell check 
command. You can get there via the Tools 
menu, Spelling and Grammar choice or the Re-
view ribbon, Spelling and Grammar button. And 
as always, the F7 key works too. 

At this point you're looking for the Options button. 
 

   In older Office versions, in the Spelling and 
Grammar Options window, you're looking for the 

Proofing Tools section, Recheck Document 
button. (This button may be labeled as Check 
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Document if you haven't previously run a spell 
check). 
 

You need to click Yes to confirm your decision. 

 

Smart Computing Tip Of The Day 
 

Smart Computing Magazine sends these tips via 
e mail.  They also have them archived on their 
website: 

www.smartcomputing.com 
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Turn Many Into One           By April, WorldStart Staff Member 
 

                                                                     This information has been reprinted with permission from WorldStart 

 

   In older versions of Excel, you'll find this but-
ton on the Formatting toolbar. 

   Here's the scenario: you're working on a table of 
data in MS Excel and you're trying to put a title 
over the entire table. What do you do? 
 

   I've watched a lot of people cope with this situa-
tion and while their solutions were creative 
(putting extra spaces before the title, enlarging the 
title until it was over the entire chart, etc.), they 
certainly weren't very efficient or editor-friendly. 
 

   So, if those kinds of things are your usual 
method, you definitely need to know about a 
wonderful little thing called "merging cells." To 
merge cells is to have Excel turn several cells 
into just one. So, basically, it lets you turn this: 

 
Into this: 

And that's with just one click of a button! 
 

   The next time you're trying to center something 
across several cells, skip all the time consuming 
steps and remember to give it a simple one, two:  
 

One: Highlight the cells you need to merge. 
 

Two: Click the Merge and Center button 

 

In Excel 2007, you'll find the Merge and Center 
button on the Home ribbon.  

 

   Voila! Many cells are now one. If you type your 
title into that cell, you'll find it centered perfectly 
over your data, with no extra spacing and no off-
centered titles.  
 

   Oh, but wait! I can hear the wheels turning in 
your mind right now. You're wondering how to re-
verse the merging process, am I right? In fact, 
some of you may have tried to click the Merge and 
Center button again in an attempt to separate the 
cells.  
 

   If you're using Excel 2007, clicking the Merge 
and Center button again will do the trick, but if 
you're using an older version, it won't work.  
 

   In those versions, separating the cells takes a 
couple more steps, but it's still not too bad. First, 
you'll need to highlight the cell you want to un-
merge.  
 

   Next, you need to open the Format Cells win-
dow (Format menu, Cells choice or Ctrl + 1).  
 

   Under the Alignment tab, you're looking to un-
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check the Merge Cells box 

 
Click OK and voila! The one cell is now back to 
many. 
 

   Too bad I don't have one of these little merge 
buttons when I break a glass dish or something. 
It'd be so cool to press a button and make every-
thing perfect again, don't you think?!  
 

This information was received by email and used with the kind 
permission of the folks at www.WorldStart.com  

New Technology Terms            By Sandy Berger, CompuKISS 
                                                                         sandy(at)compukiss.com                    www.compukiss.com 

404 
 

You may recognize this as a common message 
on the Internet. It indicates that the requested 
page could not be found. This may mean that the 
page has temporarily or permanently moved and 
is not currently available. However, recently the 
term 404 has come to have another meaning. It 
refers to someone who is totally clueless. From 
the error message “404 not found”, this has be-
come a slang term meaning that the person’s 
brain could not be located. If you decide to call 
your spouse a 404, make sure that he or she has 
not read this column or you’ll be in big trouble. 
 

Crowdsourcing 
 

Using the skills of a wide variety of people to do a 
job or perform a task is called crowdsourcing. The 
people who perform such a function are often 
found on the Internet. Although these people can 
be paid, often they are often volunteers. 
 

   Words, words, words….In the fast-moving world 
of technology, new words and phrases are con-
stantly introduced. In order to keep up with the 
times, you need to learn about the  current termi-
nology. This need not be a drudgery. In fact, it can 
be fun to see what new words and abbreviations 
are popular. Check these out and you can wow 
your friends next time computers and technology 
become the subject at the 19th hole or the 
neighborhood cocktail party. 
 

SSD (Solid-State Drive) 
 

This is a type of memory that you will be hearing 
more and more about in the future. It is a type of 
flash memory that has no moving parts. Some 
small laptop computers are appearing using SSDs 
for storing data instead of hard drives. Because 
SSDs have no spinning disks like the ordinary 
hard drives, they offer improved battery life for lap-
top computers. They also have better data access 
speeds than hard disks.  

 

Smart Computing Tip Of The Day 
 

Unrecognized Keyboard 
 

If Windows displays an error message that a key-
board isn't present or characters you type aren't 
displaying on-screen, check the connection to the 
computer. Shut your system down and then look 
at its back to make sure the connector is securely 
plugged into the proper PS/2 or USB port. PS/2 
keyboard ports are typically colored purple, and 
the connector will only fit one way. Check also 
that the connector's pins aren't bent or broken. 
It's possible to gently bend a pin back in place, 
but if it's broken, replacing the keyboard is your 
only option.  
 

If the pins are fine but you suspect the board isn't 
receiving power, plug another keyboard into the 
computer. If it works, your keyboard's circuitry 
may be damaged, and you'll likely need a re-
placement. If the substitute also fails, the PS/2 or 
USB port or a motherboard controller may be 
bad, and it's possible you'll have to replace the 
motherboard. Finally, if the keyboard is plugged 
into a USB hub, the hub may not be capable of 
supplying sufficient power to the keyboard. Try 
connecting the keyboard directly to a dedicated 
USB port.  
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FTW  
 

This stands for “For The Win”. You may remember 
it being a part of  the game show “Hollywood 
Squares”  where a certain square would be se-
lected “For the Win.” It is also used in some online 
games like World of Warcraft. It is now a popular 
term that usually projects a boast, as in “I did it 
FTW.”  It is often used ironically and sarcastically.  
 

Bot 
 

A bot computer is one that has been infected with 
some type of malware that allows the computer to 
be controlled by an outside entity. Millions of com-
puters are bots that are now under the influence of 
malware distributors who use these computers to 
send out spam, attack other computers and web-
sites, and carry out scams and identity theft. The 
computer owner is usually unaware that their com-
puter has been compromised since this activity is 
performed in the background. 
 

BotNet 
 

A series of bot computers, sometimes as large as 
millions of computers is called a BotNet. The Bot-
Net does the bidding of some entity that has com-
promised the computers and taken control of them 
by installing some type of malware. 
 

Zombie 
 

This term that means the same thing as a Bot. It is 
a personal computer that has been infected with a 
virus that allows an outside force to control it. 
Such a computer can be used to send out spam 
or attack other computers without the owner’s 
knowledge. Millions of computers today are zom-
bie computers. They are part of a Zombie Network 
of computers that are controlled by hackers.  
 

This article has been provided to APCUG by the author solely 
for publication by APCUG member groups. All other uses re-
quire the permission of the author (see e-mail address above). 

Geotagging 
 

This is technology built into a digital camera or 
part of a camera add-on device that is able to tag 
each photo with the exact location that the picture 
was taken. Photos can then be sorted based on 
where they were taken. They can also be plotted 
on maps. 
 

HDMI (High-definition Multimedia Interface) 
 

This is a newer audio and video interface that is 
often found on televisions, DVD players, video 
game consoles, video cameras, and other video 
equipment. This type of connector replaces older 
standard connectors like composite video, S-
Video, component video, and DVI. HDMI carries 
both audio and video in one cable. It supports digi-
tal rights management systems. HDMI cables can 
be very expensive in comparison to older audio 
and video cables. 
 

One Laptop per Child (OLPC) 
 

Led by Nicholas Negroponte, this is a nonprofit 
organization whose mission is to design, manufac-
ture, and distribute affordable laptop computers to 
children around the world. The laptops were ini-
tially called the “$100 laptop”, but the final build 
cost almost $200 each. In 2007, the One Laptop 
per Child organization started distributing these 
laptop computers to children in developing coun-
tries. The laptops are bright green and white port-
able computers with special features like a sealed 
keyboard. They are called XO computers. 
 

SEO (Search Engine Optimization) 
 

Search Engine Optimization is the process of 
tweaking a website to improve the volume of traf-
fic that is produced by search engines. The idea is 
to give the website a higher ranking in the search 
engines thereby producing more traffic to the site. 
SEO includes using keywords and website design 
to get higher rankings with search engines.  
 

Skype 
 

This is an online service that allows users to make 
telephone calls over the Internet. The software is 
free and there is no charge to call the computers 
of other Skype users. Your computer must have a 
microphone in order to use Skype. With the addi-
tion of a webcam, Skype callers from computer to 
computer can also place video calls where they 
can both see and talk to each other. Skype also 
allows you to call landlines and cell phones for a 
fee. Skype has other services such as instant 
messaging and file transfer. 
 

 

Smart Computing Tip Of The Day 
 

Manage Your WinXP Computer 
 

With Win2000, Microsoft introduced a powerful 
new overview tool, Computer Management. The 
Computer Management console gives you instant 
access to a variety of information utilities, per-
formance tools, and other elements of the sys-
tem. If you are making sweeping system changes 
or troubleshooting, having the entire system read-
ily available can be a real time-saver. To open 
the Computer Management utility, right-click My 
Computer and select Manage.  
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ter, you're asked to give your e-mail address. 
Every time you create a profile on a social net-
working site, again, you're asked for your e-mail 
address. It's a very common thing to do these 
days, but each time, you're running the risk of hav-
ing your e-mail address published on a public site. 
 

   Now, I'm not saying every Web site does that, 
but it does happen. And it's one of the main rea-
sons why you might be getting so much spam e-
mail. For your own safety, you should never inten-
tionally post your e-mail address on the Web. I 
know it's required by a lot of Web sites and that's 
fine, but you should stop and make sure you trust 
the site before you type it in. Luckily, a lot of Web 
sites are designed to keep your personal informa-
tion private and obviously, those are the sites you 
should be using. (WorldStart is one of those sites!) 
In conclusion, if you weren't happy with the results 
you received when you searched for your e-mail 
address, you may want to reconsider the sites you 
use. Look through your results and end your con-
nection with any that might be sending you spam. 
Also, keep a close eye on the spam you do get. 
You might be able to figure out where it's coming 
from and stop it in its tracks that way as well. It's a 
good idea to search for your e-mail address from 
time to time, just to make sure you're not being 
added to any spam lists. It's just one more way 
you can keep yourself safe while using the Web! 
 

This information was received by email and used with the kind 
permission of the folks at www.WorldStart.com  

Q: 
Is there any way I can find out if my e-mail ad-
dress is being used on public Web sites? I've 
been getting more spam than normal lately 
and I wonder if that could be why. Please help!  
 

A: 
Oh, I'm so glad you asked! I actually get this ques-
tion all the time and I do apologize for neglecting it 
up until now. I know you all deal with spam e-mail 
on a daily basis (some more than others) and 
even though it's sometimes hard to figure out why, 
there are a few things you can check on. One of 
the biggest causes, as stated in today's question, 
is giving out your e-mail address on public Web 
sites and not even knowing it. And that's exactly 
what we're going to go over today, so without fur-
ther ado, let's get started! 
 

   People ask me all the time if there's a Web site 
they can use that scans their system and tells 
them every single place their e-mail address is 
used. That's a great idea, but unfortunately, the 
answer is no. To my knowledge, there aren't any 
Web sites designed to do that, but you can get a 
little assistance from your favorite search engine. 
Just choose whichever search engine you'd like to 
use (Google, Yahoo!, etc.) and search for your e-
mail address. From your results, you will be able 
to see which sites have access to your address.  
 

   For example, I used Google and typed in 
erin@worldstart.com. I received quite a few re-
sults, but they were mostly for other publications 
that sometimes use the computer tips I write (with 
permission, of course!) And while it's perfectly fine 
for other people to use my tips, it could be where 
some of my spam comes from. It's hard to tell, but 
at least I now have a general idea of what might 
be happening.  
 

   If your e-mail address showed up on several dif-
ferent Web sites, you might want to take a few 
seconds to think about all of the sites you visit. Do 
you do a lot of online shopping? Are you a mem-
ber of any social networking sites? Do you sign up 
for newsletters, etc. regularly? If so, you were 
probably required to fill out some type of a Web 
form, am I right? I mean, every time you order 
something online, you're asked for your e-mail ad-
dress. Every time you sign up for a free newslet-

Question & Answer           By April, WorldStart Staff Member 
 

                                                                     This information has been reprinted with permission from WorldStart 

 

Smart Computing Tip Of The Day 
 

Windows XP Users: Turn On The ICF 
 

The ICF (Internet Connection Firewall) that ships 
with Windows XP doesn’t have all the bells and 
whistles of third-party firewalls, but it does the 
most important job of blocking unsolicited incom-
ing traffic from the Internet.  
 

To activate the ICF, on any computer directly 
connected to the Internet (if you have several 
computers sharing an Internet connection, this 
would be the computer with the primary, direct 
connection) double-click My Network Places and 
click View Network Connections. Click the Ad-
vanced tab, check the box under Internet Con-
nection Firewall and click OK. 
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Adding Shortcuts to the Taskbar           By Steve, WorldStart Staff Member 
 

                                                                     This information has been reprinted with permission from WorldStart 

will materialize. Make sure you're on the Task-
bar tab.  

3. Uncheck the " Lock the taskbar " checkbox 
and check the " Show Quick Launch " check-
box.  

   OK, that should take care of putting your favorite 
programs on the Quick Launch Toolbar.  
 

This information was received by email and used with the kind 
permission of the folks at www.WorldStart.com  

   I know, this is kind of a basic tip for you long 
time Windows users, but we've been getting a lot 
of questions on this lately. So, if you want to add 
icons to your taskbar - or make the ones you al-
ready have on it bigger, read on!  
 

   OK, first we'll talk about getting the icons there 
in the first place. By default, win 95/98/ME/2000 
users should see at least a few icons on their 
taskbar. The part of the taskbar where these icons 
sit is known as the "Quick Launch Toolbar".  
 

   To add more icons to it, just drag them from the 
desktop or your Start button, Programs area.  

   I recommend a right-click drag and drop instead 

of the normal procedure if you're dragging from the 

Programs menu area. If you drag with your left mouse 

button, you'll move the icon from the Programs menu 

to the Quick Launch Toolbar. It won't be available 

from the Start button, Programs area anymore. If 
you right-click and drag, you'll get a menu with an op-

tion to " Copy here ". Select that and you'll keep the 
original icon under the programs menu plus have it on 

the Quick Launch Toolbar.  

For more on right-click drag & drop, head to:  
http://www.worldstart.com/tips/dragdropmadness.htm  
  
XP Users:  
 

   Sometimes XP, by default, has the Quick Launch 

Toolbar shut off. I don't know why they felt the need to 

do this, but they did. Anyhow, in order to use and drag 

stuff to it under XP, you might need to do the follow-
ing:  
 

1. Right-click the Taskbar and select Properties 
from the resulting menu.  

2. A Taskbar and Start Menu Properties screen 

 

 

 

 


